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JANUARY EVENTS

There’s more 
in February!
See page 3

Remember to check our website: 
www.malvernejewishcenter.org

for updates.
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FROM THE RABBI 

For Members in Good Standing, who can no longer drive and/or cannot avail themselves of 
alternative means of transportation or assistance, the Malverne Jewish Center off ers a free 
taxi service. Please contact the offi  ce (516-593-6364) to learn how to use this service, which 
is available year round. 

Don’t Miss Out!

If you can’t be with us in person, some of our services and discussions are available on the internet via 
Zoom.  While religious services are not interactive, discussions are. To connect, you may either run Zoom 
directly from your web browser or download the Zoom app to your internet device, click on the link provided 
in the program announcement and follow the directions. It’s suggested that you familiarize yourself with 
Zoom before using it. You can learn how to use Zoom at https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us.  If you need 
more information, please contact Rabbi Elkodsi at (203) 332-4428 or susanelkodsi@gmail.com.

As I write this, Hanukkah is about to begin, and 2019 is coming to a close. 
As with Rosh Hashanah, it’s a time to look back at the previous year and think 
about the coming year. What’s on the “to-do” list that will carry over? What have I 
realized probably doesn’t need to be done, and what can I have someone else do? 
What changes do I want to make (if any) moving forward, especially since we’re 
beginning not only a new year, but a new decade?

What questions do I need to ask, and what legacy do I want to leave the next 
generation? How can I work to create the future I want for myself, and what will I 
need moving forward?

And how do I do this Jewishly? What does living a Jewish life mean to me? 
I’m not asking about observance; while I believe that Shabbat and kashrut are 
important and meaningful, there’s so much more to consider. I grew up in a non-

kosher home where grilled cheese and bacon was fi ne, but you would NEVER see a glass of milk on 
the table with a meat meal. However, I also grew up in the synagogue; my parents were on committees, 
helped wherever they could, attended classes and programs, donated their time, energy and money, and 
knew everyone. We went to services on Shabbat, even if the plan was to go shopping after services. I 
loved Hebrew school. (I only said that out loud once.)

I knew of no other way to raise my kids… David and I served on committees, he served as President, 
I was Ritual VP, and our children grew up in a warm and welcoming congregation. 

I realize that may not have been everyone’s experience… growing up in the shadow of the Holocaust 
took much of the inherent joy out of Judaism and Jewish observance. Synagogues in the 1960s and 70s 
were authoritarian and “top-down,” with a rabbi and possibly a cantor up on a stage, and a congregation 
dutifully participating in the responsive readings. 

Since I became the Rabbi of the Malverne Jewish Center in 2015, my goal and focus have been to 
create a sacred space where Baby Boomers and older Jewish adults could explore their Judaism in 
ways that are meaningful to them; not what I think should be meaningful. 

Tell me where you are on your Jewish journey–I’ll meet you  there and buy the coff ee.

May 2020 be fi lled with love, peace and the fulfi llment of potential.

Rabbi Susan Elkodsi

Please register for all programs so we can know how many people to expect. 
If you need help getting to the MJC, please let Rabbi Elkodsi or Jaci know. 

Call the offi  ce at 516-593-6364 or email: mjctemple@gmail.com
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SERVICES
Shabbat mornings - 9:30 am

followed by kiddush/luncheon

Shabbat Candlelighting
January 3 - 4:21 pm 
January 10 - 4:28 pm
January 17 -  4:36 pm
January 24 - 4:44 pm
January 31 -  4:52 pm  
February 7  -  5:01 pm 
February 14 -  5:10 pm
February 21 - 5:18 pm  
February  28 - 5:26 pm

Learn about the customs and traditions of

T  B’S  (New Year of the Trees)
February 8
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
♫SHOULD AULD ACQUAINTANCE BE FORGOT♫

What seems to be taking the form of an annual tradition for my December 
message, I’m once again beginning my message with the opening lyrics to Auld Lang 
Syne to introduce the highlights which defi ned the past year for us and to touch on 
what we can expect over the coming months of 2020. Just as I’m recycling the theme 
of prior years’ messages, I’m going to also take a similar approach with the remainder 
of this year’s New Years article. 

As for the year that was, I’m certain you’ll agree it was quite a year in the life of our 
congregation. Unfortunately, the year was marked with the loss of several of those 
dear to us, including Gloria Berger, Ethel Wallach, Bill Miller, Lillian Fein, Fil Gluck 

and others who were so instrumental to our history and their loss created a void we will never be able to 
fi ll. We will miss them dearly.

And then there were events that we will long remember; events which gave us the opportunity to 
“write” a portion of the Torah under the guidance of Sofer Neil Yerman as we marked the completion 
of the Torah Restoration Project, and to celebrate a milestone in the life of our beloved shul, our 65th 
Anniversary Celebration. And let’s not forget the array of programs conceived by and put on by Rabbi 
Elkodsi and Pat Sachs’ Program Committee, from interesting and relevant lectures to movies and 
holiday celebrations. And fi nally, how about our beautiful High Holiday services, where Rabbi Elkodsi 
and her all-MJC team did a fantastic job of weaving tradition, spirituality and relevance together into 
a wonderful mosaic of religious services?  Thank you, Rabbi, Carl Dropkin, Pat Sachs, David Elkodsi, 
Amy Zuckerman and Herb Brodsky. I won’t rehash the past year any further except to say that if you did 
not participate, you missed a lot. But all is not lost as opportunity will knock once more with the array 
of lectures, movies and celebrations on the drawing board for the coming year. I assure you, there’ll be 
something to pique your interest. But more importantly, these programs will off er you an opportunity to get 
together with your friends at MJC and maybe make a new friend or two. 

So, check our website often and make certain you’re on our mailing list to keep abreast of what’s doing 
at MJC. Don’t be sorry next year. Opportunity will knock only so many times. 

As we did at the outset of 2019, Emilee and I would like to extend our very best wishes to you and 
your family for a year fi lled with nothing but good things and we look forward to spending it with you at the 
M alverne Jewish Center. Let’s not forget the spirit of auld lang syne and not allow “old acquaintance [to] 
be forgot.” See you at MJC. 

The most recent discussion of the MJC Book Club took place on Monday, 
December 16, 2019.  The book we discussed was Sandy Tolan’s book entitled 
Children of the Stone: The Power of Music in a Hard Land.

I felt it was a remarkable story of how Ramzi morphed from a stone thrower 
into an extremely talented musician and how he brought music into the lives 
of the next generation of Palestinian children.  Several in the group found it 
diffi  cult to deal with the fact that the story was told from the standpoint of the 
Palestinians and made Israel out to be the “bad guys”.  

The next selection is: The Debt of Tamar by Nicole Dweck.  Our next discussion will take place on 
Monday, February 24, 2019 at 7:30 PM. 

We also decided on a selection for our discussion on Monday, April 27, 2020.  That book is: 
Secondhand Time:The Last of the Soviets by Svetlana Alexievich.

These books are available through the Nassau County Library System and also available for kindle 
users.  

The book club is open to everyone.  Please feel free to bring a friend.  I hope to see you there.

Sue Dropkin
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DONATIONS

IN THE FAMILY
MAZEL-TOV TO:
Elaine Fleischman on the birth of her great-grandson, Harrison Jay Friedman.  Proud parents are her 
grandchildren, Saman tha & Brian Friedman.

Myrna & Neil Korman on the December 7th Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Jenna, at Temple Avodah 
in Oceanside. Proud parents are their children, Barry & Stacey Korman.

Rita Linzer on the birth of her second great-granddaughter, Adley Mara, on August 22nd. Proud parents are 
her grandchildren, Brian & Shannon.

Arlene & Hank Lynn on the engagement of their daughter, Jennifer, to Ryan Delatte. Jenn relocated to Los 
Angeles, CA in October and is working for a hotel in Marina Del Rey. Ryan is an Army recruiter stationed in 
Culver City, CA.

GENERAL FUND:
Bridge Church of the Nazarene - wishing the Malverne Jewish Center a Happy Hanukkah.

Michael Castleman  - in honor of his mother, Mildred Castleman.

Mildred Castleman – Mazel-tov to Harriet & Sy Goldberg on the engagement of their granddaughter, 
Jessica, to Dan Newman. In loving memory of Gloria Berger.  In memory of Ethelyn Wallach.  In memory 
of Lillian Fein.

Emilee & Dave Feldman – in memory of Ethelyn Wallach.

Elaine Fleischman – in memory of Gloria Berger.  In memory of Ethel Wallach.

Harriet & Sy Goldberg – in loving memory of Gloria Berger.

Rita Linzer – In celebration of her grandson Daniel’s marriage to Ilana.  In celebration of the birth of her 
2nd great-granddaughter, Adley Mara.  Proud parents are her grandchildren, Brian & Shannon.

Pat Sachs – Mazel-tov to Harriet & Sy Goldberg on the engagement of their granddaughter, Jessica, to 
Dan Newman.  Happy birthday wishes to Rabbi Elkodsi.  In memory of Gloria Berger, Lillian Fein, Ethelyn 
Wallach.

Lottie Tartell – in memory of Ethelyn Wallach.

HERMAN & MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky – Get well wishes to Neil Korman. In memory of Ethelyn Wallach. Mazel-tov to 
Arlene & Hank Lynn on the engagement of their daughter, Jennifer, to Ryan DeLatt e. Mazel-tov to Elaine 
Fleischman on the birth of her great-grandson, Harrison Jay Friedman. Mazel-tov to Rita Linzer on the 
birth of her great-granddaughter, Adley Mara.

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Suzi & Bernie Schwam – Best wishes to Mildred Castleman.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
Do you have a used laptop you can donate to the MJC? 

Rabbi Elkodsi has made several of our religious services 
and discussions available in real time via the internet to 
people who cannot attend in person. Our Yom Kippur 
service was viewed by people as far away as California 
and we’ve have had participants from several other states 
join our discussions.

We’d like to create a permanent setup so we can include 
more people in our activities. We need a laptop computer 
that is WIFI capable and has a 15 inch or larger screen 
and at least 2 USB ports. If you have one you no longer 
use, please contact the offi  ce at 516-593-6364 or email 
to: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
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It’s never too late to learn to read 
HEBREW or improve your skills!
Rabbi Elkodsi is off ering individual or group 
lessons. 
Contact her to discuss your needs. 

susanelkodsi@gmail.com
MJC offi  ce: 516-593-6364

YAHRZEIT

YAHRZEIT FUND

JANUARY
1 Moe Schonberg

8 Rose Nadelberg

10 Helen Redstone
 Jack Seltzer

12 Jack Hochhauser

13 Mel Bernstein
 Benjamin Myron
 Leo Rothstein

14 Mike Meltzer

18 Armin Baker

20 Bertha Goodman
 Harry Aaron 
Schachter

22 Edwin Freedman

26 Aaron Freireich 

29 Fannie Kramer

FEBRUARY 
2 Robert Jaul

3 Joseph Sion

4 Warren Dropkin

6 Lena Feldman
 Stanley Wallach

7 Alex Lazear

9 Robert Zuckerman

11 Anna Paluba

14 Abraham Horowitz

16  Sol Yablon

17 Samuel Agatstein

18 Arthur Ainbinder
 Tobias Stopfer
 Julius Tartell

21 Morris Gordon

25 Betty Greenbaum
 Melanie Shapiro

27 Terri Domershick

29 Irwin R. Silton

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of 
eternal life. 

May they rest in peace. Amen.

Rae Angel 

Florence Lewis-Baker

Barry Bernstein

Mildred Castleman

Susan Dropkin 

Dave Feldman

Jeff  Feldman

Paul Goodman

Eli Greenbaum 

Ruth Hyman

Rita Linzer

Arlene Lynn

Pat Sachs 

Madeline Sachanoff 

Arnie Seltzer

Ellen Spund
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OUR MITZVAH PROJECT
Our Mitzvah Project is now in its 15th year. 

We continue to collect essential non-perishable food and non-food items for the Rena 
Shkolnick Kosher Food Pantry located in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC Sustenance 
Center in Cedarhurst.

As in the past, all donations (food, paper goods, health care products, detergents, 
soap, diapers, baby wipes etc.) can be brought to the offi  ce or the container in the Berger 

Room and we will deliver them to the pantry.  

Remember that all products must have a Kosher seal (hecksher) on them. Please no medications or 
medical products.

Dave Feldman, Chairperson

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue

Franklin Square  
516-292-9144

Cleaning, Tailoring 
and Alterations

Dr. Helene H. Agatstein
Educational Consultant, Inc.

“Your school district has a multitude of resources to which your child may be 
entitled. I can partner with you to design an eff ective, long-term plan to ensure that 

your child gets all that he or she requires to achieve academic success”

We provide:
Tutors – all subjects • A  end CSE, CPSE mee  ngs 

• A  end team mee  ngs & discipline hearings 
• Counseling • Paren  ng skills

Offi  ce: (516) 791-1324 Cell: (516) 445-1705 
Email: Helene@Agatstein.com
Website: www.schoolingadvocate.com

Tutors needed: Email resume to:
Helene@Agatstein.com



Malverne Jewish Center
One Norwood Avenue
Malverne, NY 11565

Email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

Get the latest news and join the conversation!
MJC WEBSITE: www.malvernejewishcenter.org

See Rabbi Elkodsi’s Dvrei Torah:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSFztVf8Jnaq_zyF5sNOW7Q

Like us” on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter

https://twitter.com/malvernejc

Invite Your “Baby Boomer” Friends To:
http://www.meetup.com/Jewish-Baby-Boomers-Meetup/

Note: If you are viewing the newsletter online, you can click on 
any of the links below to go to the site.


