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NJOP Crash Course in Reading Hebrew - begins Sunday, November 3 

Commemorating Veterans Day - Friday evening, November 8 

Community Kristallnacht Commemoration - Sunday, November 9 
Details - page 3

Speaking Volumes - Hurtful Words - Thursday, November 12
Details - page 5

DECEMBER

There’s so much to do at the MJC! 

NOVEMBER

Semi - annual Congregation Meeting
Sunday, November 17 - 10 am

Hanukah Happy Hour 
Wine & Hors d’ouevres  

4 pm - Berger Room

Lighting of the Village Menorah  
5:30 pm 

Malverne LIRR Station

First candle - Sunday, December 22

5780

MJC Book Club - Monday, December 16 - 7:30 pm
Details - page 7

Malverne Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 24 - 3 pm
Our Lady of Lourdes R.C. Church
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FROM THE RABBI 

As I write this, it has been raining on and off  (mostly on) for fi ve days, with more 
to come. It’s interesting that the rains began the day after we read Bereshit–
Genesis–in the Torah. And the reading that comes next? Noah. The Flood. As the 
story goes, the earth itself–not just the people on it–were corrupt and had fallen 
into a pattern of violent behavior, and God decides to wipe everything out and start 
over. The mabul, the fl ood, destroys everything except for Noah and his family, 
and two of every living species. I often think of God’s plan here–leaving something 
over to build from–as making sourdough bread or yogurt; you leave some from the 
previous batch to act as a “starter” for the next batch.

The next “batch” is only as good as the starter, and it’s true in the case of 
humanity. The fl ood waters fi nally receded, the earth began to become populated 

again, and immediately, people got together and decided to build a tower that would reach to the sky, 
“to make a name for ourselves.” Needless to say, this didn’t please God in the least. As a result, God 
confounded their speech so one wouldn’t be able to speak to or understand another, and the area came 
to be called Bavel, “Babble.”

Teamwork, however, is usually a good thing, and at the Malverne Jewish Center, I’m blessed to have 
a “team” made up of committed congregants who make sure things run smoothly, and who support 
my ideas and eff orts to create a warm, welcoming, heimishe atmosphere where you can “do Jewish” 
in a way that speaks to you. Many people join us for High Holiday Services and various programs and 
events, and your participation is vitally important on many levels.

Like those in Bavel, Jews don’t always  speak the same language; Hebrew reading is a mystery to 
many, and our traditional liturgy doesn’t always speak to what’s happening in our lives now. 

I believe Judaism should embrace the entire person throughout his or her entire life, and I see my role 
as a rabbi as helping to facilitate this, regardless of one’s level of observance, practice or background. 

Countless studies have shown that people who are members of a spiritual community, who continue to 
learn and challenge their minds, who attend worship services regularly, and who regularly interact with 
others live longer and have a better quality of life. So by extension, perhaps the Malverne Jewish Center 
can help impact your life! I’d love to hear what role Judaism plays in your life, and how we might be able 
to be a part of it. 

May all the rain we’ve had be a sign of wonderful things to come.

Rabbi Susan Elkodsi



3 Malverne Jewish Center

For Members in Good Standing, who can no longer drive and/or cannot avail themselves of 
alternative means of transportation or assistance, the Malverne Jewish Center off ers a free 
taxi service. Please contact the offi  ce (516-593-6364) to learn how to use this service, which is 
available year round. 

November - December 2019

SERVICES
Shabbat mornings - 9:30 am

followed by kiddush/luncheon

Shabbat Candlelighting
November 1 - 5:33 pm 
November 8 - 4:25 pm
November 15 -  4:19 pm
November 22 - 4:14 pm
November 29 -  4:10 pm  
December 6  -  4:09 pm 
December 13 -  4:09 pm
December 20 - 4:12 pm  
December 27 - 4:16 pm  (Note: Light Chanukah candles before Shabbat candles)

Don’t Miss Out!

If you can’t be with us in person, some of our services and discussions are available 
on the internet via Zoom.  While religious services are not interactive, discussions are. To 
connect, you may either run Zoom directly from your web browser or download the Zoom 
app to your internet device, click on the link provided in the program announcement and 

follow the directions. It’s suggested that you familiarize yourself with Zoom before using it. You can learn 
how to use Zoom at https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us.  If you need more information, please contact Rabbi 
Elkodsi at (203) 332-4428 or susanelkodsi@gmail.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
  ♫THE FALLING LEAVES♫

The falling leaves
Drift by the window
The autumn leaves
Of red and gold

                                           Autumn Leaves, adopted from the French song “Les Feuilles Mortes”, by Johnny Mercer     

Yes, I know I used the same song theme for my message last year at this time, 
but you have to admit it still fi ts the bill for a fall message. Summer becoming but a 
distant memory, the High Holiday season a more recent one and a distinct chill is 

taking over for the warm weather experienced into early-October. I sincerely hope you enjoyed our very 
beautiful High Holiday services and I’m particularly pleased by the large turnout we experienced. Judging 
from the number of “outsiders” in attendance, we can truly believe that the Word about MJC is spreading. 
And spreading widely, considering we had an attendee all the way from California joining our internet 
stream. All credit and appreciation go to Rabbi Elkodsi and her team for beautifully weaving spirituality and 
every-day relevance into the services. Thank you, Rabbi, Carl Dropkin, Pat Sachs, David Elkodsi, Amy 
Zuckerman and Herb Brodsky. You guys really hit a home run. (Hey, the World Series is in progress as I’m 
writing this article). 

Despite the extraordinary turnout for High Holiday services and the very favorable comments we 
received from those in attendance, our diffi  culties getting a minyan for Shabbat or even Yom Tov services 
persist. I’ve written about this before (last year at this time, after the high from the High Holiday turnout), 
but we unfortunately haven’t made much headway in improving the situation. As I’ve indicated in the past, 
this situation not only makes it diffi  cult to experience the kind of Jewish service we should expect, but it 
fails as well to provide our friends with the community with which to share a nachas event or is required 
ay Kaddish to honor a loved one. If for no other reason, we owe it to them, to the very viability of our 
congregation, and to ourselves to make every eff ort to attend services so that we may all exercise our 
Jewishness in the proper manner.

Another issue, closely related to the minyan diffi  culties, is the need for wider participation in the 
governance and committee structure of our synagogue. We discussed this at our “parlor meetings” and 
last spring’s meeting of our congregation. Beyond the fairness aspect, we cannot leave the running of our 
shul and its programs to the very few willing to take on the responsibility and put in the eff ort for the benefi t 
of the entire congregation. We need the talent and participation of everyone if we are to continue as a 
congregation and possibly add to our numbers. So please, step up and join a committee or two or even 
off er to serve in our leadership. Your talents and participation are needed.

In the meantime, let’s enjoy fall with all its splendor as the foliage shows off  its beauty with an 
unimaginable display of color and let’s not think about what always seems to follow…winter (UGH!). 
Instead, let’s look forward to a new season of programs, lectures, Hebrew classes, dinners and other 
reasons to join with fellow MJCers for the camaraderie that makes the Malverne Jewish Center so 
special. As always, Rabbi Elkodsi and Pat Sach’s Program Committee are working extra hard to give us 
more reasons to get together, with an array and variety of programs designed to provide something for 
everyone. Whether you’re looking for something spiritual, educational, motivational or just plain fun, you’ll 
fi nd it at MJC. So, plan on joining us and making certain you keep up with what’s happening by checking 
out our website (www.MalverneJewishCenter.org), the various social media outlets, looking for our 
announcement fl yers, reading this informative Newsletter or doing it the old-fashioned way by just calling 
the offi  ce.   

      As I do every year at this time, I want to remind our members that if a lack of convenient transportation 
is preventing you from attending services or our events, we have arranged for taxi service for members in 
good standing at no cost to you. All it takes is a phone call to the taxi company (make certain to have our 
account number available, which may be obtained by calling the offi  ce) and we’ll even arrange to get you 
home. If you plan to use the service, you are asked to call the taxi company at least an hour (preferably 

(continued on page 5)
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more) in advance of your trip to arrange for pick-up.

So, as I encouraged you last year at this time, the [will] days grow long and soon [we’ll] hear old 
winter’s song, so make it much more bearable (and even enjoyable) by spending those winter days 
(UGH!) with your friends at the Malverne Jewish Center. We look forward to spending them with you.

Dave Feldman

(continued from  page 4)
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DONATIONS

IN THE FAMILY
WELCOME TO THE MJC FAMILY:
Sandi & Richard Busell

MAZEL-TOV TO:
Harriet & Sy Goldberg on the engagement of their granddaughter, Jessica Tilles to Dan Newman.  Parents 
of the bride are their children, Janice & Richard Tilles.

Abby & Ron Radwin on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Leora Ayelet, on December 29.  Leora is 
the daughter of their children Sarabeth & Eli.

Rabbi Elkodsi on the publication of a chapter she wrote in The Knit Vibe: A Knitter’s Guide to Creativity, 
Community, and Well-being for Mind, Body & Soul by Vickie Howell, host of several knitting shows on PBS, 
DIY and HGTV.

The Congregation  mourns the passing of

GLORIA BERGER
Trustee, lifelong member, dear friend

Condolences to Steven & Rena, Edward & Jody,
grandchildren, Faith, Gerry, Marielle, Seth & Ali

a nd great-grandchildren, Logan & Harry.

The Congregation notes with sorrow the passing of 
our longtime friend and member,

LILLIAN FEIN  
Condolences to her daughters, Diana Garfi nkel & Helene Pomeranz 

and their families.

GENERAL FUND:
Mildred Castleman – Thank you to Rabbi Elkodsi, Herb Brodsky, David Elkodsi, Carl Dropkin (for his 
spectacular Shofar blowing), Dave Feldman, Pat Sachs, and Amy Zuckerman for all their work in making 
our High Holy Day services such a wonderful and uplifting experience.  In memory of Lillian Fein.

Sue & Carl Dropkin – in memory of Gloria Berger.

Harriet & Sy Goldberg – in memory of Lillian Fein.

Patti Kanner & Andrew Sapon – in memory of Patti’s father, Sydney Teitelbaum.

Francine & Jim Stopfer – in memory of Lillian Fein.

HERMAN & MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky – Maz el-tov to Harriet & Sy Goldberg on the engagement of their granddaughter, 
Jessica, to Dan Newman. In memory of Lillian Fein. In memory of Gloria Berger.

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Rhoda & Mark Berkson

Robin & Richard Kass

Suzi & Bernie Schwam – Thank you to Mitchell Brodsky for the wonderful pictures he took of our Torah 
Re-dedication ceremony.

KOL NIDRE & YIZKOR PLEDGES
Mildred Castleman   Anna & Kenneth Cohen  Ronnie Davis  
Eve Dieringer    Lisa Diamond   Holly Doyne    
Susan & Carl Dropkin  Emilee & Dave Feldman  Harriet & Sy Goldberg  
Paul Goodman   Deborah Gordon   Patti Kanner & Andrew Sapon 
Marla & Leonard Loew  Arlene & Hank Lynn   Gloria Rothstein   
Margery & Ronald Rubin  Susan & Bernard Schwam  Phyllis & Arnie Seltzer  
Ellen Spund    Francine & James Stopfer  Lottie Tartell    
Marilyn VanPraag
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It’s never too late to learn to read 
HEBREW or improve your skills!
Rabbi Elkodsi is off ering individual or group 
lessons. 
Contact her to discuss your needs. 

susanelkodsi@gmail.com
MJC offi  ce: 516-593-6364

Please register for all programs so we can know how many people to expect. 
If you need help getting to the MJC, please let Rabbi Elkodsi or Jaci know. 

Call the offi  ce at 516-593-6364 or email: mjctemple@gmail.com

The fi rst meeting of the MJC Book Club for the new year of 5780 took 
place on Monday, October 28, 2019.  The book we discussed was The Book 
Smugglers: Partisans, Poets, and the Race to Save Jewish Treasures from 
the Nazis by David E. Fishman. 

We all liked the book.  We felt that the “Book Smugglers” were very 
brave.  They helped to preserve our Jewish Culture.  Some of us were not 
sure if in that situation, we would have done the same.  It was interesting 
to note that they were not treated any better by the Russians who 
liberated Vilna.    

The next selection is Children of the Stone: The Power of Music in a Hard Land by Sandy 
Tolan.  Our next discussion will take place on Monday, December 16, 2019 at 7:30 PM. The book is 
available through the Nassau County Library System and is also available for Kindle users.  

The book club is open to everyone and feel free to bring a friend.  I hope to see you there.
Sue Dropkin 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
Do you have a used laptop you can donate to the MJC? 

Rabbi Elkodsi has made several of our religious services 
and discussions available in real time via the internet to 
people who cannot attend in person. Our Yom Kippur 
service was viewed by people as far away as California 
and we’ve have had participants from several other states 
join our discussions.

We’d like to create a permanent setup so we can include 
more people in our activities. We need a laptop computer 
that is WIFI capable and has a 15 inch or larger screen 
and at least 2 USB ports. If you have one you no longer 
use, please contact the offi  ce at 516-593-6364 or email 
to: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE MJC FUNDS ARE  APPRECIATED

GENERAL FUND - supports the activities and operations of the Malverne Jewish Center.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - funds are donated to worthy causes and individuals selected by the Rabbi. 
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND - established by the Levine/Brodsky families. 
Funds are used for the presentation of educational and cultural programs at the synagogue.
MARTIN RADWELL MEMORIAL BOOK FUND - funds are used to purchase books and other enhancements to 
the synagogue.
YAHRZEIT FUND - a lovely way to remember a loved one’s yahrzeit. Please indicate if you’d like the name(s) of 
the people you are remembering to be listed.

YAHRZEIT

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of 
eternal life. 

May they rest in peace. Amen.

NOVEMBER 
6 Solomon Bernstein

8 Elaine Fund
 Harold Kalter

10 Sylvia Shor

11 Abraham Glaubman
 Lou Lazear

12 Sarah Rothman

13 Betty Feldman
 Ida Block Jaff e

15 Joyce Kazlow

16 Seymour Bernstein

17 Ida Senkowitz

19 Herman Levine
 Lew Lewis
 Carrie Schechter

21 Israel Rubin

22 Saul Lewis

26 Rose Swahn

27 Frances Littauer

30 Murray Greenspan 

DECEMBER 
1 Hyman Kramer

2 George Redstone

3 Hilda Bernstein 

4 Jacob Roth

5 Doris Ainbinder
 Boris Barishnikow
 Tessie Jacoby
 Martin Radwell

9 Jerome Muchnick

14 Edith Lazear

17 Adele Kraetz
 Matilda Sion

22 Walter Shapiro
 Robert Tartell

23 Joseph Kalter
 Blanche Seltzer

24 Jacob Castleman

 26 Fannie Zuckerman
    

YAHRZEIT FUND
Barry Bernstein  Carl Dropkin  Harriet & Sy Goldberg
Paul Goodman  Bernie Schwam Phyllis Seltzer  Pam Singer



9 Malverne Jewish CenterNovember - December 2019

OUR MITZVAH PROJECT
Our Mitzvah Project is now in its 15th year. 

We continue to collect essential non-perishable food and non-food items for the Rena 
Shkolnick Kosher Food Pantry located in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC Sustenance 
Center in Cedarhurst.

As in the past, all donations (food, paper goods, health care products, detergents, 
soap, diapers, baby wipes etc.) can be brought to the offi  ce or the container in the Berger 

Room and we will deliver them to the pantry.  

Remember that all products must have a Kosher seal (hecksher) on them. Please no medications or-
medical products.

Dave Feldman, Chairperson

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue

Franklin Square  
516-292-9144

Cleaning, Tailoring 
and Alterations

Dr. Helene H. Agatstein
Educational Consultant, Inc.

“Your school district has a multitude of resources to which your child may be 
entitled. I can partner with you to design an eff ective, long-term plan to ensure that 

your child gets all that he or she requires to achieve academic success”

We provide:
Tutors – all subjects • A  end CSE, CPSE mee  ngs 

• A  end team mee  ngs & discipline hearings 
• Counseling • Paren  ng skills

Offi  ce: (516) 791-1324 Cell: (516) 445-1705 
Email: Helene@Agatstein.com
Website: www.schoolingadvocate.com

Tutors needed: Email resume to:
Helene@Agatstein.com



Malverne Jewish Center
One Norwood Avenue
Malverne, NY 11565

Email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

Get the latest news and join the conversation!
MJC WEBSITE: www.malvernejewishcenter.org

See Rabbi Elkodsi’s Dvrei Torah:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSFztVf8Jnaq_zyF5sNOW7Q

Like us” on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter

https://twitter.com/malvernejc

Invite Your “Baby Boomer” Friends To:
http://www.meetup.com/Jewish-Baby-Boomers-Meetup/

Note: If you are viewing the newsletter online, you can click on 
any of the links below to go to the site.


