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EREV PURIM
MEGILLA READING
Wednesday evening,
March 20 at 6:30 pm
Join our friends at
Temple B nai Sholom-Beth
David
Hempstead & Lakeview
Avenues
Rockville Centre

PASSOVER 5779 April 19 - 27

T

Schedule of Services - page 3 • Preparation information - pages 8 - 9

T

see page 3 for registration information

2nd ANNUAL FAMILY & COMMUNITY SEDER Friday evening, April 19 • 6:30 pm

E

CELEBRATE OUR 65TH YEAR
Sunday, May 19 • 2-6 pm

R

Watch a Sofer (Scribe) restore our Torah scroll
Learn how you can participate in the Mitzvah of writing a Torah
Details on page 7

FROM THE RABBI
The Babylonian Talmud, in Tractate Ta’anit (fast days) quotes the
Mishnah, which teaches that “from when we enter [the Hebrew month
of] Av, we diminish joy. This makes sense, because the 9th day of Av
is called Tisha B’Av, and on that day we fast, pray and recite the book
of Eicha (Lamentations) mourning the destruction of both Holy Temples
in Jerusalem and other tragedies that befell the Jewish people on that
day. The ﬁrst nine days of Av are days of semi-mourning; traditional
Jews refrain from activities including eating meat, washing clothes,
swimming and drinking wine.
However, remember the song “To Life, L’Chaim” in Fiddler? “…God
would like us to be joyful even when our hearts lie panting on the
ﬂoor…”? We are commanded to rejoice in our festivals, to observe
Shabbat as a delight, and to live with joy.
The Talmud, expanding on the statement in the Mishnah, continues:
“Rabbi Yehudah, son of Rabbi Shmuel bar Sheilat, said in Rav’s name: “Just as from when we enter Av
we diminish joy, so from when we enter Adar, we increase joy.” This doesn’t mean six months of joy and
six months of sadness; rather, it reminds us of the cyclical nature of life, it’s ups and downs, happy times
and sad times.
Mi she-nichnas Adar marbin b’simcha… “One who enters Adar increases joy.” Why? Two reasons.
According to our great sage and commentator Rashi, it’s because Adar begins two months of miracles for
the Jews – Purim and Passover. A second reason comes from the same tractate in the Talmud, “To give
to you a future and hope.” This comes from the prophecy of Jeremiah, who prophesied in Jerusalem just
before the Babylonian conquest and subsequent exile. The Jewish people who are going to be exiled are
commanded by God to create a life in their new land, and to not merely mourn for the loss of the Temple
and their land.
Not that I would look forward to going into exile, but I do see the wisdom: “Build houses and dwell in them;
plant gardens and eat their fruit. Take wives, and father sons and daughters. Take wives for your sons and
give husbands to your daughters, that they may bear sons and daughters – so you will be increased there
and not diminished.” To me, this is a biblical version of the idea, “Bloom where you’re planted.”
Conditions aren’t always optimal, and life is full of challenges. How we view these challenges – and even
tragedies – determines in large part how we will overcome them and continue. What God wanted for the
exiles was to create a community in Babylon and to thrive there, much like we here in the U.S. have set
up our sacred communities, built synagogues and created lives for ourselves.
Judaism was never meant to be a solo endeavor; our practices and rules are set up to ensure that in
our joy and in our sadness, we’re never alone. And even though we can stay home and watch Shabbat
evening services on TV, or join in a class online, there’s nothing quite like being in the same room
together learning, praying, socializing and creating connections. As we enter the month of Adar 2 in this
leap year, may our Purim celebrations bring us together for joy, and may we be blessed to joyfully join
together as we celebrate Passover.
Rabbi Susan Elkodsi
The MJC Book Club met on Monday, February 18, to discuss What You Did
Not Tell: A Russian Past And The Journey Home by Mark Mazower.
The book met with mixed reviews from the group, the consensus was that
it was well researched ,but the writing could have been better. It was
interesting to read about what Russian Jews went through in the early
1900 s in England.
At a previous meeting we decided we were going to read Not Our Kind: A
Novel by Kitty Zeldis . Our next discussion will take place on Monday, April
15, 2019 at 7:30 pm. The book is available through the Nassau County
library system and for the Kindle
The book club is open to all. Come on down and bring a friend.
Malverne Jewish Center
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Sue Dropkin
March - April 2019

SERVICES
Shabbat mornings - 9:30 a.m.
followed by kiddush/luncheon
Shabbat & Passover Candlelighting
March 1st
March 8th
March 15th
March 22nd
March 29th
April 5th
April 12th
April 19th
April 20th
April 25th
April 26th

-

5:29 p.m.
5:37 p.m.
6:44 p.m.
6:52 p.m.
6:59 p.m.
7:07 p.m.
7:14 p.m.
7:21 p.m. (Shabbat & 1st night Pesach)
8:23 p.m. (2nd night Pesach)
7:28 p.m. (7th night Pesach)
7:29 p.m. (Shabbat & 8th night Pesach)

Passover Services
First day - Saturday, April 20th - 9:30 a.m.
2nd day - Sunday, April 21st - 9:30 a.m.
7th day - Friday, April 26th - 9:30 a.m.
8th day - Shabbat, April 27th - 9:30 a.m. Yizkor will be recited

March - April 2019
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DONATIONS
GENERAL FUND:
Diane & Sydney Weiner - in loving memory of her mother, Matty Bouer.
HERMAN & MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky – congratulations to Stephanie & Robin Poirier on the birth of their daughter. Yasher
Koach to Sol Goldman on the publication of his book. Mazel-tov to Mordechai Singer, son of Rabbi Michael
and Alexis Singer, on his Bar Mitzvah.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Francine & Jimmy Stopfer – in honor of our son-in-law, Tim Rebbeck and his team at Harvard University,
for their accomplishment in creating the ﬁrst world wide cancer prevention screening centers.

IN THE FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Sydney Inger, granddaughter of Jaci Bernstein, on being named to Dean’s List at James Madison
University in her ﬁrst semester.
Jennifer Lynn, daughter of Arlene & Hank Lynn, Jenn received a promotion from Wyndham Hotels to an
HR Generalist; Jenn is also at boot camp training after joining the Army Reserves. Stay safe Jenn and
thanks for you service.
Mordechai Singer, son of Rabbi Michael and Alexis Singer, on his Bar Mitzvah January 26.

The Congregation records with sorrow
the passing of our member

FILMORE (FIL) GLUCK
on February 20, 2019

Graduation

time is near!

Let us know the name(s) of the graduate(s) in your family by April 25th and
we will recognize him/her (them) in our next newsletter.
Graduate’s name
School
Degree
Future Plans, if known
Your name and relationship to graduate
Malverne Jewish Center
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
WHEN FORWARD IS BACKWARD
I was terribly saddened and dismayed by a recent article in The Jewish Week which reported that after
121 years, the Jewish Daily Forward will cease publication of its print edition and rely solely on a digital
version. The move would be accompanied by a 20% staﬀ reduction, mostly consisting of its senior staﬀ of
experienced and renowned journalists. The decision was the ﬁnal chapter of a money-losing epic that has
been playing itself out since 1945, forcing the newspaper to sustain itself through asset sales consisting of
its radio bandwidth and oﬃce buildings it owned. But the ﬁnancial crisis of 2008, combined with the general
downturn in print media and the dealings of our good friend, Bernie Madoﬀ, were too much to endure and
the downward slope became even steeper, ultimately forcing the Forward to take the step it recently took.
Now by this time you must be thinking: “Has Hell ﬁnally frozen over? Is that really Dave Feldman grieving
over the demise of a newspaper distinctly known for its left-leaning, actually socialist, editorial policy?” No,
despite the perils of climate change, Hell is still intact (please don’t ask me how I know) and I frankly could
not care less about a left-leaning, actually socialist, newspaper biting the dust, although I would never cheer
the prospect of 20% of its staﬀ being put out on the street. Then why the tears, Dave?
The tears, my friend, are for what the Jewish Daily Forward meant to me growing up. It meant dropping
in on my dear grandmother, my Bubbe, and ﬁnding her sitting in her chair by her second-ﬂoor window,
always with the Forward in her hands. She could not read a word of English, but she devoured the Yiddish
Forward, cover-to-cover, every single day. And when she was ﬁnished with the newspaper, she “recycled”
it by covering her newly-washed ﬂoor with the newspaper to help the ﬂoor dry (never understood how that
worked, but if Bubbe believed it worked, it worked). You might say she was way ahead of her time when it
came to recycling to protect the environment. Wow, what a memory of a woman who oﬀered me a nickel
to teach her to read English, yet was so astute when it came to the issues of the day and her ability to
intellectually dissect them. What a brilliant, caring woman, who raised four children, including an adopted
daughter, alone, by scrubbing ﬂoors. What a woman, who escaped the misery and anti-Semitic violence of
eastern Europe and was uncompromising when it came to her Jewishness. She taught me so much, mostly
by example, yet what I will always remember so vividly is her sitting by the second-ﬂoor window, reading the
Jewish Daily Forward.
They say that nothing is forever, and I certainly don’t dispute that. Admittingly, I never read the Forward,
not even the English edition, but I always had a warm feeling whenever I thought about that socialistic
newspaper; a warm feeling of remembrance of my childhood and of a woman who shaped me as a person;
a woman who meant so much to me. It was always comforting to know that the paper was still around and
that I could retrieve it from my memory bank whenever I wanted to have warm thoughts about that woman in
the second-ﬂoor window. But now with the demise of the print edition and publication of only a digital version,
I too will have to adapt and exchange some memory cells for imagination cells so I can picture Bubbe sitting
by the second-ﬂoor window reading the Jewish Daily Forward, but now on her laptop computer. Wonder how
that will work on the wet ﬂoor?
Dave Feldman

YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT!
SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING
Sunday, April 7th - 10 a.m.
Berger Room
Bagels & Coﬀee will be served

March - April 2019
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
TRANSITIONING INTO
RETIREMENT
Tuesday, April 2, 2019
7:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Don’t ‘Leave Money on the Table’ when you
leave your company!
Jewish Baby Boomers
welcomes Leah Frankel,
Retirement Planning Expert,
who will share how she creates
a caring and positive retirement
experience.

Complimentary Admission
Lite Refreshments - RSVP
516-593-6364

Join the conversation on our website:
https://www.malvernejewishcenter.org/blog

March - April 2019
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TORAH RESTORATION

In honor of the 65th anniversary of the Malverne Jewish Center, we are embarking on a project to
restore one of our Torah scrolls. Writing a Torah is the ﬁnal of the 613 mitzvot, derived from Deuteronomy
31:19 where God instructs Moses and Joshua: “Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the people
of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order that this poem may be my witness against the people of Israel.”
Neil Yerman, the sofer (scribe) who is restoring our Torah scroll will be with us in the Berger Room
on Sunday, May 19 from 2 - 6 pm to explain and demonstrate the art of writing a Torah. You and your
family willl be able to hold the sofer’s hand as he writes a letter; perhaps a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
In order to give everyone wishing to physically participate on May 19 in fulﬁlling this mitzvah, we will be
scheduling time slots for meeting with the sofer.
We will also be publishing a digital Book of Life including all dedications and donations. A printed
version wiil be available, at cost, for those who wish to have one.
Suggested donations are listed below. If you have questions about this event itself, please call (203332-4428,) email (susanelkodsi@gmail.com) or leave a message at the synagogue (516-593-6364).
Returning this form with your donation will secure your time on May 19. Multiple dedications are
accepted. Donations of $360 or more may be paid in installments.
I (we) would like to dedicate the following
in honor of: ______________________________________________________________________
in memory of:___________________________________________________________________
___ Letter - $18
___ Word - $ 36
___ Sentence - $72
___ 1 Verse (pasuk) - $108
___ 1 Column of text - $144
___ Aliyah (individual reading) - $360
___ Complete Torah portion (sedrah) - $720
___ Entire book - $1800
___ Complete Torah - $12,000
I (we) will be attending the May 19 event and would like to meet with the sofer ____between 2 -4 p.m.
or _____ between 4 - 6 p.m.
Name(s):_________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________ State ______
Phone:_____________
Email:_________________________________
March - April 2019
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PASSOVER PREPARATION
Since the Torah prohibits the ownership of chametz (leaven) during Pesach, we arrange for the sale of the
chametz to a non-Jew. The transfer, mekhirat chametz, is accomplished by appointing an agent, usually the
rabbi, to handle the sale. It is a valid and legal transfer of ownership. At the end of the holiday, the agent
arranges for the reversion of ownership of the now permitted chametz. If ownership of the chametz was not
transferred before the holiday, the use of this chametz is prohibited after the holiday as well.
The Torah prohibits the eating of chametz during Pesach, and since many common foods contain some
admixture of chametz, guidance is necessary when shopping and preparing for Pesach. This is a general
guideline.
FOOD:
Prohibited foods include leavened bread, cakes biscuits, crackers, cereal, coﬀee with cereal derivatives
in them, wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye, and all liquids containing ingredients or ﬂavors made from grain
alcohol. While most Ashkenazic authorities include corn, millet, legumes, beans, peas in the list of
prohibited foods, they are called kitniyot, and are not chametz. Peanuts and peanut oil are permissible,
and some authorities permit products such as corn sweeteners, corn oil, soy oil. Sephardic authorities
permit the use of all of the above.
The following foods require no kosher lePesach label if purchased prior to Pesach:
Unopened packages or containers of natural coﬀee (without cereal additives), sugar, pure tea, salt,
pepper, natural spices, fruit juices with no additives (frozen, canned or bottled), frozen (uncooked)
vegetables (for legumes see above), milk, butter, cottage cheese, cream cheese, ripened cheeses,
such as cheddar (hard), muenster (semi-soft) and camembert (soft), tuna in water (no oil added), frozen
(uncooked) fruit (with no additives), baking soda.
The following foods require no kosher lePesach label if purchased before or during Pesach:
Fresh fruits and vegetables (for legumes see above), eggs, fresh ﬁsh and fresh meat.
The following foods require a kosher lePesach label if purchased before or during Pesach:
All baked products (matzah, cakes, matzah ﬂour, farfel, matzah meal and any products containing
matzah), wine, vinegar, liquor, oils, dried fruits, candy, chocolate ﬂavored milk, ice cream, yogurt and
soda.
The following foods require a kosher lePesach label if purchased during Pesach:
Processed foods (canned, frozen or bottled): milk, butter, juices, vegetables, fruit, milk products, spices,
coﬀee, tea and ﬁsh (as well as all foods listed immediately above).
DETERGENTS: If permitted during the year, powdered and liquid detergents do not require a kosher
lePesach label.
MEDICINE: Chametz binders are used in many pills. If another form/preparation is available, that is
preferable; however, health takes priority andmedications must be taken if needed.
UTENSILS: The process of kashering utensils depends on how the utensils are used. According to
halakhah, leaven can be purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was absorbed in the utensil.
This means that utensils used in stove-top cooking are kashered by boiling, those used in broiling are
kashered by ﬁre and heat, and those used only for cold food are kashered by rinsing.
OVENS AND RANGES: Every part that comes in contact with food must be thoroughly scrubbed and
cleaned. Then, oven and range should be heated as hot as possible for a half hour. If there is a broil setting,
use it. Self cleaning ovens should be scrubbed and cleaned and then put through the self-cleaning cycle.
Continuous cleaning ovens must be kashered in the same manner as regular ovens. A microwave oven,
which does not cook food by means of heat, should be cleaned, and then a cup of water (lemon juice may
be added) should be placed in it. Then the oven should be turned on until most of the water disappears. A
microwave oven that has a browning element cannot be kashered for Pesach.
GLASSWARE: May be thoroughly scrubbed before Pesach or put through a dishwasher.
DISHWASHER: After not using the machine for a period of 24 hours, a full cycle with detergent should be
run.
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES - If the parts that come into contact with chametz are removable, they
can be kashered in the appropriate way (if metal, follow the rules for metal utensils). If the parts are not
removable, the appliance cannot be kashered. (All exposed parts should be thoroughly cleaned).
KITCHEN SINK - A metal sink can be kashered by a thorough cleaning and by pouring boiling water over
it. A porcelain sink should be cleaned and a sink rack used.
March - April 2019
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PASSOVER FUND - MA’OT CHITIM
Ma’ot Chitim, which literally means “wheat money,” is an ancient custom
designed to make sure that everyone has the means with which to
celebrate and observe Passover.
As we get closer to the Passover season, please make a special eﬀort to
bring foods that are marked Kosher for Passover to donate to the Rina
Shkolnik Food Pantry.
While not required, it’s customary to make a donation when selling one’s
chametz.Your donations go into the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund from which
they are dispersed to various charities.

MEKHIRAT CHAMETZ (SELLING CHAMETZ)
The Torah prohibits the ownership of chametz (ﬂour, food or drink made from the prohibited species of
leavened grain: wheat, oats, barley, rye or spelt) during Pesach. Ideally we burn or remove all chametz
from our premises.
Because this might cause prohibitive ﬁnancial loss, we arrange for the sale of the chametz to a non-Jew
and for its repurchase after Pesach. This is usually done by appointing a rabbi as power of attorney for
selling your chametz, so that the transaction is done correctly. If you would like to appoint me as your
seller, please complete the following document and return it to me by April 18th.
Please note that this is a real sale and the buyer will own your chametz. There is a true story of a
synagogue custodian who had purchased the chametz of synagogue members and the synagogue, who
was throwing a party at his house and ran out of liquor. He turned up at the shul and took the liquor to
replenish his party. Although perfectly legal, this did not lead to good relations between the custodian and
the synagogue! Also note that this does not happen very often and your chametz will most likely be safe. If
the buyer is willing, your chametz will revert to your possession after 8:30 p.m.,Saturday, April 27th.

FOR SELLING CHAMETZ 5779 (PASSOVER 2019)
I, the undersigned give the power of attorney to Rabbi Susan Elkodsi for the purpose of disposing to a
buyer of Rabbi Elkodsi’s choice, of all chametz in my possession, which includes all foods and things
fully or partially composed of leavening, or of the derivatives of leavening and all other foods and things
associated by Judaism with chametz in my possession, the sale of which is to be eﬀective by April 19th at
10 a.m.
Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________ Date:_________________
You may email this form to susanelkodsi@gmail.com or malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com, or mail to:
Malverne Jewish Center, 1 Norwood Avenue Malverne, NY 11565
Questions? Call Rabbi Elkodsi at 203-332-4428

March - April 2019
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YAHRZEIT
MARCH

APRIL

1

Barbara Frank

9

2

Cynthia Shevitz

Sidney Brodsky
Edward Zuckerman

5

Fanny Wolper

14

Benjamin Gottlieb

6

Matty Bouer
Virginia Lazear

15

Adelaide Rubin Bernstein

19

Bernard Kipperman

13

Salo Hillel Hyman
Boris Warkow

20

Jacob Schweitzer

22

17

Steven Linzer

Bernard Freireich
Harry Kipperman

23

Fannie Domershick
Haim Gelfand

23

William Radwelsky

24

Lillian Bernstein
Max Korman
Sherwood Rubin

26

Shlomoh Sachs

28

Morris Greenbaum
Harriet Radwell

30

Chaim Sachs

26

Irving Freireich

29

Beatrice Schwalb

31

Charlie Schwalb
May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

YAHRZEIT FUND

Hayley Alstodt
Rae Angel
Dave Feldman
Paul Goodman
Eli Greenbaum
Beth Grossman

Fleurette & Harvey Levine
Arlene Lynn
Robin Matza
Pam Singer
Bette Rothstein

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE MJC FUNDS ARE APPRECIATED
GENERAL FUND - supports the activities and operations of the Malverne Jewish Center.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - funds are donated to worthy causes and individuals selected by
the Rabbi.
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND - established by the Levine/Brodsky
families. Funds are used for the presentation of educational and cultural programs at the synagogue.
MARTIN RADWELL MEMORIAL BOOK FUND - funds are used to purchase books and other
enhancements to the synagogue.
YAHRZEIT FUND - a lovely way to remember a loved one’s yahrzeit. Please indicate if you’d like the
name(s) of the people you are remembering to be listed.

March - April 2019
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OUR MITZVAH PROJECT
Our Mitzvah Project is now in its 14th year. We continue to collect essential non-perishable food and nonfood items for the Rena Shkolnick Kosher Food Pantry located in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC
Sustenance Center in Cedarhurst.
Items that are appropriate for Purim and Passover are appreciated. Remember that all products must have
a Kosher seal (hecksher) on them and Passover items should be labelled Kosher for Passover.
As in the past all donations (food, paper goods, health care products, detergents, soap, diapers, baby
wipes etc.) can be brought to the bin in the Berger Room or Temple oﬃce and we will deliver them to the
pantry.
Dave Feldman, Chairperson

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue
Franklin Square
516-292-9144
Cleaning, Tailoring
and Alterations

March - April 2019
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Malverne Jewish Center
One Norwood Avenue
Malverne, NY 11565
Note: If you are viewing the newsletter online, you can click on
any of the links below and throughout the newsletter to go to
the site.

Email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
Get the latest news and join the conversation!
MJC WEBSITE: www.malvernejewishcenter.org

See Rabbi Elkodsi’s Dvrei Torah:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSFztVf8Jnaq_zyF5sNOW7Q
Like us” on Facebook
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter
https://twitter.com/malvernejc
Invite Your “Baby Boomer” Friends To:
http://www.meetup.com/Jewish-Baby-Boomers-Meetup/

