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LEARN about the new NYS plastic bag law - July 9 • 7:30 pm. Details
page 5.
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OBSERVE Tisha B’ Av - August 10 & 11. Details page 3.
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CELEBRATE summer & Shabbat - July 12 • 6:30 pm. See page 3.
FIND OUT how Advance Planning can make your life easier
- July 15 • 7:30 pm. See page 6.
PARTICIPATE in the Summer Discussion series - Aug 6, 13 and 20.
See page 7 for topics, presenters and times and locations.
CREATE your personal sacred, spiritual space - August 19 • 7:30 pm.
More information on page 8.
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Shabbat morning, July 13 • 9:30 a.m.
President ...................... David Feldman
Vice Pres/Secretary ..... Carl Dropkin
Trustee .......................... Susan Dropkin
Trustee ......................... Scott Leventhal
Trustee .......................... Arnie Seltzer
Trustee ......................... Amy Zuckerman

SAVE THE DATE!
Please Be Our Guest at the

Malverne Jewish Center
65th Anniversary Cocktail Party
Check out our wall of memories

Sunday, September 8, 2019
4 pm to 7 pm
516-593-6364
malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

FROM THE RABBI
Since our last newsletter, two families have chosen to celebrate the birth of a
daughter with our congregation, ﬁlling the chapel with friends and family and the
sounds of babies, toddlers and children. Mazal tov to the Dropkin and PantirerPoirier families, and thank you for sharing your simchas with us. In the four years
since I became MJC’s rabbi, these are the ﬁrst two baby namings, and I hope they
won’t be the last.
Summer is oﬃcially here, and a variety of programs are coming up which oﬀer
something for everyone.
Want to save the planet? Join us for the movie Bag-It and learn about plastic
pollution and how the new “plastic bag ban” in NY State will aﬀect us and where
we shop.
Have you been putting oﬀ having a conversation with your loved ones about
advance health care planning, because you’re afraid it’s a ken-a-hurra (that it will bring on the evil eye)?
Given that life comes with a terminal diagnosis, thinking about how we want to live and what we want to
be able to do with our lives going forward, and getting the planning in place, will help us live more fully
and meaningfully. See page 6 and join us on July 15.
Want to know what Jewish traditions have to say about today’s medical ethics issues? We’ll have a
three-part series to discuss that.
And in August, we’ll be bringing Om Shalom yoga to MJC, which is appropriate for all ages and
ﬁtness levels.
I will be working with people individually and in groups to learn or brush up on Hebrew reading skills,
so if you’d like to feel more comfortable participating in services, let me know!
Finally, we tried an experiment with streaming Shabbat morning services via Zoom. It’s easy to log
onto, so if you’d like to give it a try, we’ll send you an invitation. We‘re also considering streaming via
Facebook live, so if you’re out of the area on Shabbat morning, or unable to attend, you’ll still be able to
“join” us.
Enjoy the summer… with plenty of sunscreen and water, friends and family, and your Malverne
Jewish Center community.
Rabbi Susan Elkodsi

Join the conversation on our website:
https://www.malvernejewishcenter.org/blog

FREE TAXI SERVICE AVAILABLE
For Members in Good Standing, who can no longer drive and/or cannot avail
themselves of alternative means of transportation or assistance,
the Malverne Jewish Center oﬀers a free taxi service.
Contact the oﬃce (516-593-6364) for the account number and to learn how
to use this service, which is available year round.
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SERVICES
Shabbat mornings - 9:30 am
followed by kiddush/luncheon

Installation of Oﬃcers & Trustees - Shabbat morning, July 13th
Candlelighting
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

-

8:12 pm
8:09 pm
8:05 pm
7:59 pm

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23

-

7:52 pm
7:44 pm
7:34 pm
7:24 pm

Tisha B’Av 5779
Saturday, August 10 • 6 pm
Shabbat Mincha Service, Seudah Shlishit & the
reading of Eicha/Lamentations
Malverne Jewish Center
Please call 593-6364 to RSVP

Sunday, August 11
Shacharit,• 8:30 am
Shaaray Shalom
Special Program & Mincha Service •1:30 pm
Valley Stream Jewish Center
1:30 - 2:30 - Presentation & Discussion:
“Are We in Galut?”
What are the origins of the observance of Tisha B’Av? What does it mean to be “other.”? How do we
connect the observance of Tisha B’Av to our personal and communal connection to Israel?

2:30 - 3:30 Mincha Service
July - August 2019
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IN THE FAMILY
MAZEL TOV TO:
Florence Lewis-Baker on her 99th birthday. Wishing you the best year ever.
Gloria Berger on the birth of her second geat-grandson. Proud parents are Ali & Seth Berger.
Emilee & Dave Feldman on the birth of their grandson, Declan Joseph. Proud parents are Andrea &
Michael Kenny, along with big sister, Charlotte, and big brother, Owen.
Ruth Hyman on the three big events in her family: the graduation of her granddaughter, Ariella HymanFessler, from Spackenkill H.S. Ariella will be studying at NYU in the fall; the Memorial Day weekend Bat
Mitzvah of her granddaugher, Tamar Hyman-Fessler; and the graduation of her grandson, Eli Torgerson,
from Marin School of the Arts in California Eli will attend Berklee School of Music in Boston.
Rita Linzer on the marriage of her grandson, Daniel, to Ilana, on July 17th.
BEST WISHES TO:
Lidia Barishnikow on her new home in Brooklyn.
THANK YOU NOTE:
Many thanks to my MJC family for the lovely basket in celebration of my 25th anniversary at MJC. It
does not seem to be so long, which only makes me think, where did all that time go? Again thank you for
thinking of me.
Fondly,
Jaci

DONATIONS
GENERAL FUND:
Gloria Berger – Speedy recovery wishes to Mildred Castleman.
Mildred Castleman – Mazel-tov to Lottie Tartell on the birth of her great granddaughter. Mazel-tov to Sue
& Carl Dropkin on the naming of their granddaughter, Emily. Mazel-tov to Ruth Hyman on the Bat Mitzvah
of her granddaughter, Tamar. Mazel-tov to Dave & Emilee Feldman on the birth of their grandson, Declan
Joseph. Mazel-tov to Gloria Berger on the birth of her great-grandson. Congratulations to Ruth Hyman’s
granddaughter, Ariella, and grandson, Eli, on graduating from high school and attending college in the
fall. Congratulations to Jennifer Lynn, daughter of Arlene & Hank Lynn on her continued training in IT and
communications at Fort Gordon GA. Get well wishes to Amy Zuckerman.
Emilee & Dave Feldman – Speedy recovery wishes to Mildred Castleman. Mazel-tov to Gloria Berger on
the birth of her great-grandson.
Lottie Tartell – Congratulations to the Dropkin family on Emily’s naming. Feeling conﬁdent wishes to
Mildred Castleman. Mazel-tov to Ruth Hyman on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Ariella. Mazel-tov
to Gloria Berger on the birth of her great-grandson. Mazel-tov to Emilee & Dave Feldman on the birth of
their grandson, Declan Joseph.
HERMAN & MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky – Mazel-tov to Ruth Hyman on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter,Tamar; on
the graduation of her granddaughter, Ariella, and her grandson, Eli, from high school.
Speedy recovery wishes to Mildred Castleman. Best wishes to Lidia Barishnikow in her new home
in Brooklyn. Get well wishes to Amy Zuckerman. Mazel-tov to Gloria Berger on the birth of her greatgrandson.
PASSOVER YIZKOR:
Lottie Tartell
SHAVUOT YIZKOR
Dave Feldman
Lottie Tartell
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
♫ SUMMER BREEZE ♫
What a peaceful, relaxing tone this title conjures up as summer is (ﬁnally) upon
us. Songwriters and performers, Seals & Croft, poetically described the mood as:
Summer breeze, makes me feel ﬁne, blowing through the jasmine in my mind. Talk
about relaxing, I almost dozed oﬀ at the keyboard writing this, which I hope won’t
similarly be the case as you read this article.
Summertime is truly a season of outdoor activities, from a stroll in the park to a
day at the beach, or just plain relaxing in the back yard. It’s a time to spend with
family and friends and maybe take in a baseball game or outdoor concert together.
Unfortunately, however, too many among us are alone and not able to experience
the joys of companionship that the experts tell us is so essential to a healthy and satisfying lifestyle. Too
many of us are in ill health and are unable to enjoy the fruits of this wonderful season. And sadly, the “too
many of us” happen to be our follow congregants and friends whom we’ve known for so many years.
Friends who need us and who depend on the companionship oﬀered by our shul. So, let’s always keep
them in mind and perhaps pick up the phone to ﬁnd out how they’re doing and let them know that we
miss them. And maybe, just maybe, share a burger with them and enjoy the summer breeze together.
Now, before we become too ﬁxated on the relaxed mood occasioning the thought of summer, I’d
like to remind you of the array of programs we have planned at MJC. From movies to lectures to book
discussions, it’s all there, awaiting your enjoyment. So please, watch for our ﬂyers, check out our website
and listen to our Shabbat announcements to keep track of what’s doin’ at the Malverne Jewish Center.
One big event presently in the works by Lottie Tartell and her committee is the second stage of our
65th Anniversary celebration. As you recall, the initial event was the culmination of the Torah Repair
Project, which we held in May and which turned out to be an overwhelming success, thanks to the hard
work and creativity of Rabbi Elkodsi, Linda Brodsky and Myrna Korman. Now it’s Lottie’s turn and from
what she’s described so far, it looks like it’s going to be quite a celebration. Save-the-date cards will be
going out shortly, but I’ll give you a little hint: Highlight your calendar for September 8th and I promise that
a wonderful time will await you.
So, enjoy the summer and look to the Malverne Jewish Center and our programs as an important
source of that enjoyment. Our shul is there for you and for those who depend on our companionship
and support. Our shul is there for friends who have not been able to join us for quite some time and who
would be delighted to hear a “hello, how are you doing” over the phone. So please, let’s not forget them
and plan to join your friends at MJC to enjoy the summer breeze together. We look forward to seeing you.
Dave Feldman
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The most recent MJC Book club discussion took place on Monday, June 17,
2019. The book up for discussion was The Last Watchman of Old Cairo by
Michael David Lucas.
We all seemed to enjoy the book. The job of the watchman was highly
regarded in the Muslim community. Reading about the documents in the
Geniza was fascinating. I enjoyed the author s telling of the family history
covering multi-generations.
The next book club meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 20, 2019
at 7:30. (Please note the date change). The next selection is: Spies of No
Country: Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel by Matti Friedman
The book is available through the Nassau County Library system and is also available on Kindle. It is a
relatively new book and is very popular, so get your reservations in early.
The book club is open to everyone. Please bring a friend. I hope to see you there.
Sue Dropkin

Neil Yerman, sofer, completing the restoration of our
Torah scroll at the May 19 Siyyum HaTorah.
It’s never too late to learn to read
HEBREW or improve your skills!
Rabbi Elkodsi is oﬀering individual or group
lessons.
Contact her to discuss your needs.
susanelkodsi@gmail.com
MJC oﬃce: 516-593-6364
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YAHRZEIT
JULY

AUGUST
Max Castleman
Zel Mackler
Abraham Meltzer

1

Adam Tartell

2

Ira Bernstein
Charles Heitner

2

Sol Dropkin
Benjamin Waldman

4

Eli Gelfand
Ruth Kertz

3

Calvin Heitner

6

David Rothman

4

Ethel Pine

8

5

Sylvia Turner

7

Rubin Korman

Benjamin Angel
Kate Kipperman
Larry Yablon

9

Joseph Schonberg

11

Sidney Racer

10

Horty Schmierer

12

Abe Lazear

11

Arnold Glaubman
Evelyn Goodman

19

Ida Weinstein

25

Morris Tendler

1

16

Pearl Rubin

28

Flora Bleckner

29

Beatrice Goldstein
Irene Reich

31

Paul Lubing

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Yahrzeit Fund
Rae Angel
Florence Lewis-Baker
Gloria Berger
Elyse Besso

Merri Bragg
Joel Brodsky
Mildred Castleman
Dave Feldman

Jeﬀ Feldman
Fleurette Levine
Joel Poretz
Seth Radwell

Madeline Sachanoﬀ
Adele Schonberg
Susan Silverman
Lottie Tartell

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE MJC FUNDS ARE APPRECIATED
GENERAL FUND - supports the activities and operations of the Malverne Jewish Center.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - funds are donated to worthy causes and individuals selected by the Rabbi.
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND - established by the Levine/Brodsky families.
Funds are used for the presentation of educational and cultural programs at the synagogue.
MARTIN RADWELL MEMORIAL BOOK FUND - funds are used to purchase books and other enhancements to
the synagogue.
YAHRZEIT FUND - a lovely way to remember a loved one’s yahrzeit. Please indicate if you’d like the name(s) of
the people you are remembering to be listed.
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OUR MITZVAH PROJECT
Our Mitzvah Project is now in its 14th year. We continue to collect essential
non-perishable food and non-food items for the Rena Shkolnick Kosher Food Pantry
located in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC Sustenance Center in Cedarhurst.
As summer approaches, healthy snacks and boxed drinks for children are especially
appreciated. All edibles should have a hecksher. All items must be in original, unopened
packaging.
Donations (food, paper goods, detergents, soap, etc.) can be brought to the bin in the
Berger Room or Temple oﬃce and we will deliver them to the pantry.
Dave Feldman, Chairperson
Jeﬀ Feldman
Fleurette Levine
Joel Poretz
Seth Radwell

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue
Franklin Square
516-292-9144
Cleaning, Tailoring
and Alterations

July - August 2019
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Malverne Jewish Center
One Norwood Avenue
Malverne, NY 11565
Note: If you are viewing the newsletter online, you can click on
any of the links below to go to the site.

Email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
Get the latest news and join the conversation!
MJC WEBSITE: www.malvernejewishcenter.org

See Rabbi Elkodsi’s Dvrei Torah:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSFztVf8Jnaq_zyF5sNOW7Q
Like us” on Facebook
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter
https://twitter.com/malvernejc
Invite Your “Baby Boomer” Friends To:
http://www.meetup.com/Jewish-Baby-Boomers-Meetup/

