
N
E
W
S
L
E
T
T
E
R

MALVERNE JEWISH CENTER

Rabbi Susan Elkodsi         David Feldman, President

Tevet/Shevat/Adar I 5779 Vol. LVII No.3 January - February 2019

There’s no charge for these programs, but please register so we can plan accordingly.

516-593-6364 • malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com • www.malvernejewishcenter.org

MAKE 
NEW 

FRIENDS!

DISCUSS
INTERESTING

IDEAS!

LEARN
SOMETHING

NEW!



Malverne Jewish Center 2 January-February 2019

FROM THE RABBI 
In December of 2011, my friend and classmate, Michelene, didn’t 
show up for our Talmud fi nal. It turned out that she’d had a minor 
stroke. I joked that there were much easier ways to get out of taking 
the fi nal. The good news was that after a semester off , she was back 
in class. Eventually Michelene was ordained, but not until she suff ered 
a few more strokes which have taken a serious toll. 

When this happened, I thought about how life can change in an 
instant, in the blink of an eye. A few months later, that “blink of an eye” 
happened to me when my father died suddenly, unexpectedly, and 
way too young. It was no longer theoretical, something that happens to 
someone else. When things like this happen, it starts us thinking about 
ourselves; our own mortality, our own lives and how we’re living them. 

Growing up female in the 1960s, at the start of “Women’s Lib,” the 
message I received (and probably told myself) was that I had to compete with men on their turf. I had to 
be – in addition to a wife and mother – some sort of executive in a high-level position with a terrifi c career. 
According to Cosmopolitan magazine, I needed to be the kind of woman who could work all day and with 
a simple change of accessories, go out all evening. And do it again. I needed to have it all.

The problem with having it all is fi rst, fi nding someplace to put it, and second – remembering where! I 
turned 60 back in November. I wish I could say that I spent signifi cant time in self-refl ection preparing for 
this milestone birthday, but I didn’t. I let it happen, and that’s ok. As they say, life is what happens when 
you’re making other plans.

I’m blessed to be living a life that I’ve chosen and that has chosen me. Working as a rabbi, having a 
warm, loving husband and family, and a wonderful community – synagogue and otherwise – remind me of 
these blessings. 

But stuff  happens, and when it does, we need support, the kind of support that comes from being part 
of a caring community like the Malverne Jewish Center. Most of us want to be the kind of people upon 
whom others can depend, and we also want to know that we can depend on others, even if we might be 
reluctant to ask for that help.

This is the Malverne Jewish Center’s 65th year; we must be doing something right! 

Rabbi Susan Elkodsi

The last meeting of the MJC Book Club for 2018 took place on 
Monday, December 17th.  The book we discussed was Mary Morris’s 
Gateway to the Moon.  

People today are discovering their Jewish roots — some fi nding 
they are the descendants of conversos, Jews who converted during 
the Inquisition.  Mary Morris touches on this phenomenon in the 
historical note at the beginning of her novel.

Morris weaves a clear and interesting tapestry, giving the reader 
an indelible impression of what life was like at the time of the 
Spanish Inquisition, as well as a variety of interesting character 
portraits that make this a perfect vehicle for book club discussions. 
Overall we enjoyed this book although there were some things that individually we did not like.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 18, 2019 at 7:30.  The next selection 
we will discuss is What You Did Not Tell: A Russian Past And The Journey Home by Mark 
MazowerThe book is available through the Nassau County library system and for the  Kindle 

The book club is open to all.  Come on down and bring a friend.   
Sue Dropkin
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SERVICES
Shabbat mornings - 9:30 a.m.
followed by kiddush/luncheon

ASK THE RABBI
The verse Deuteronomy 6:4, Shema Yisrael Ado-nai Elo-haynu Ado-nai Echad, is the major declaration 
of our faith and affi  rms and acknowledges that the God of Israel is singular, is One. The section of our 
morning and evening services that contains this affi  rmation is known as Keriyat Shema, the “recitation” 
of the Shema. When we do this recitation publicly, there are some customs that are followed, which, 
“surprise,” vary in diff erent communities. So in case you were wondering , , ,

Q: Why do we only say Baruch Shem K’vod Malchuto L’olam Va-ed (Blessed be the name of God’s 
glorious kingdom forever) out loud on Yom Kippur?

A: Good question, and as with most things in our tradition, there are many possible answers. This verse 
doesn’t appear in the text in Deuteronomy, it’s a response by the congregation to the kohanim (priests) 
who would invoke God’s name. 

A second reason is a story that when Moses was on Mt. Sinai receiving the Torah, he heard the celestial 
beings saying this phrase, came down from the mountain and taught it to the people. But, he cautioned, 
they should say it quietly, because Moses had “borrowed” it from the angels and didn’t want them to hear 
people saying it. On Yom Kippur, however, our tradition teaches that we are all like angels; therefore, we 
chant this verse out loud.

Finally, there is a midrash (rabbinic story about the text) that when Jacob wanted to bless Menasseh 
and Ephraim, Joseph’s two sons who had been born and raised in Egypt, he wasn’t sure that they would 
continue in the family’s religious tradition. To allay his fears, the two said, “Shema Yisrael - Listen Israel/
Jacob/Grandpa, the Lord is our God, ONE God.” And Jacob’s response was, Baruch shem k’vod...” Jacob 
was comforted with the knowledge that his Egyptian grandsons would be keeping the faith.

If there’s something you have a quesiton about, contact Rabbi Elkodsi via the offi  ce 516-593-6364 or 
email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com.

ECTIn honor of the 65th anniversary of the Malverne Jewish Center, we are 
embarking on a project to restore one of our Torah scrolls. We would like to extend 
the opportunity to participate in the mitzvah of writing a Torah scroll to members 
and friends. Considered to be the fi nal of the 613 mitzvot, it is derived from 
Deuteronomy 31:19 where God instructs Moses and Joshua: “Therefore, write 
down this poem and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order 
that this poem may be my witness against the people of Israel.” 

Please watch your mail and email for detailed information on how you can fulfi ll this mitzvah, learn how 
a Torah scroll is repaired, observe a sofer (scribe) at work, actually write a letter or more with him, and 
make a dedication in honor or in memory of a special person or event in your life.

TORAH RESTORATION 

January 4th - 4:23 p.m.
January 11th - 4:30 p.m.
January 18th - 4:38 p.m.
January 25th - 4:46 p.m.

Shabbat Candlelighting
February 1st - 4:55 p.m.
February 8th - 5:04 p.m.
February 15th - 5:12 p.m.
February 22nd - 5:20 p.m.

Join the conversation on our website:

https://www.malvernejewishcenter.org/blog 
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IN THE FAMILY

DONATIONS
GENERAL FUND:
Gloria Berger – in memory of Murray Greenspan.  In memory of Adele Kraetz.
Michael Castleman – in honor of his mother, Mildred Castelman.
Mildred Castleman – in memory of Murray Greenspan.  In memory of Adele Kraetz.
Jerry  Domershick – in memory of Murray Greenspan.
Susan & Carl Dropkin – in memory of M urray Greenspan.
Ruth Hyman – Mazel-tov to Susan & Carl Dropkin on the  birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.            
In memory of Murray Greenspan.
Lynne Myron – in memory of Murray Greenspan
Pat Sachs - congratulations to Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.
Francine & Jim Stopfer – in memory of Murray & Phyllis Greenspan, our dear friends and neighbors.
Lottie Tartell – in memory of Murray Greenspan.  In memory of Adele Kraetz.

HERMAN & MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky  - in memory of Murray Greenspan.  In memory of Adele Kraetz.

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Pat Sachs – in honor of Rabbi Elkodsi for her organizing the extraordinary special memorial for the 
Pittsburgh tragedy. 

The congregation sadly marks the passing, 
on November 10, 2018,

 of our dear friend, long-term congregant, trustee, 
past president and mentor to many of us, 

MURRAY GREENSPAN

We sadly mark the passing of our longtime friend 
and former member,

 ADELE KRAETZ 
on November 27, 2018

The congregation marks, with sadness, the passing of   
our longtime member, 

WALTER SHAPIRO 
on December 2, 2018.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
♫ SHOULD AULD ACQUAINTANCE BE FORGOT ♫

Yes, I know, same title as last year, when I began my article with the opening lyrics to Auld Lang Syne to 
introduce the highlights which defi ned the past for us and to touch on what we can expect over the coming 
months of 2019. Well, just as I’m recycling last year’s title, I’m going to take a similar approach with the 
remainder of this year’s New Year’s article. 

As for the year that was, I’m certain you’ll agree it was quite a year in the life of our congregation. Unfortunately, 
the year was marked with the loss of several of those dear to us, including Murray Greenspan, Stanley Wallach, 
Mel Bernstein, Terri Domershick, Adele Kraetz, and a number of others who were so instrumental to our history, 
and their loss created a void we will never be able to fi ll. We will miss them dearly.

And then there was the physical transformation of our space, which is still a work in progress. As you may 
recall, it began with the “Chicken Little” type demolition of our ceiling to make way for the installation of a 
fi re sprinkler system. Never did we imagine one year ago how slowly time passes when you’re living under 
the construction zone conditions we were forced to endure. Let’s face it, the Berger Room was not a vision 
of extreme beauty without its ceiling, made worse initially with inadequate heat, although the old ceiling was 
not something you would rush to bring home to momma either. Well, after more months than we originally 
expected, we got through it and thanks to Pastor Dan and Bridge Church, we now have a modern ceiling, 
chock full of dimmer-controlled LED lighting, a heating system that provides heat and, best of all, the full-wall 
mirror is gone.

Now that the ceiling replacement is complete, the transformation of our space will continue into the coming 
year, with painting of parts of the Berger Room and new carpeting. Additionally, we expect to have the sprinkler 
system pipes in the chapel painted so they will blend in with the background of the room, making them less 
obvious. Additional projects to improve the appearance and comfort of our space will be undertaken and we 
look forward to your input, including suggestions, as we go forward.

 Before I leave the year-that-was, I’d be remiss if I didn’t extend our sincere thanks to Rabbis Elkodsi and 
Schotz for the wonderful High Holiday services we experienced this past Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The 
services were meaningful, enriching and dare I say it, enjoyable. They were well-planned and truly showed 
the care that went into their development. And let’s not forget those who worked with Rabbi Elkodsi to make it 
happen. Herb Brodsky was fl awless in making certain folks were where they were supposed to be when they 
were supposed to be there and Carl Dropkin certainly proved that he can blow shofar with the best of them. 
Thank you, Rabbis and thank you Herb and Carl.

So, aside from painting, carpeting and a little sprucing up here and there, what’s on the agenda for the New 
Year? Well, plenty. Working with Rabbi Elkodsi, Pat Sachs’ Program Committee will continue their work in 
giving you a diversifi ed array of innovative, enriching, educational and fun programs. I assure you, there’ll be 
something to pique anyone’s interest. But more importantly, these programs will off er an opportunity to get 
together with your friends at MJC and maybe make a new friend or two. All you have to do is look out for our 
announcements, which are available on the various social media sites and your e-mail and snail mail boxes,  
and come and enjoy. 

Speaking of programs, I’d like to alert you to a uniquely extraordinary program still in the planning stage to 
celebrate our 65th anniversary. It will be a true celebration and include an opportunity to work with a sofer to 
inscribe a Torah we presently have under repair. More information will become available as the program takes 
form, so be on the lookout for it.

Finally, I’d like to remind you of a service we began providing last year to enable those who are not readily 
able to attend our services and other events and to encourage you to use the taxi service we’ve arranged with 
a third-party taxi company at no cost to the person requiring such assistance. The full cost of the service will 
be borne by MJC. The only requirement is membership in good standing and the need to utilize such a service 
because an alternate means is not readily available. This service is being made available to you because we 
want you to be a part of MJC in every way and not having transportation readily available should not stand 
in the way of that desire. So please, hop a cab that we’ve arranged for and join your friends at our programs, 
Shabbat and Yom Tov services, or anything MJC. We look forward to seeing you.

 So, as we did at the outset of 5779, Emilee and I would like to extend our very best wishes to you and your 
family for a year fi lled with nothing but good things and we look forward to spending it with you at the Malver ne 
Jewish Center. Let’s not forget the spirit of “Auld Lang Syne” and not allow “old acquaintance [to] be forgot””. 
See you at MJC. 

Dave Feldman
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE MJC FUNDS ARE  APPRECIATED

GENERAL FUND - supports the activities and operations of the Malverne Jewish Center.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - funds are donated to worthy causes and individuals selected by 
the Rabbi. 
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND - established by the Levine/Brodsky 
families. Funds are used for the presentation of educational and cultural programs at the synagogue.
MARTIN RADWELL MEMORIAL BOOK FUND - funds are used to purchase books and other 
enhancements to the synagogue.
YAHRZEIT FUND - a lovely way to remember a loved one’s yahrzeit. Please indicate if you’d like the 
name(s) of the people you are remembering to be listed.

JANUARY 

2 Edwin Freedman

6 Aaron Freireich

9 Frances Kramer

13 Robert Jaul

14 Joseph Sion

15 Warren Dropkin

17 Lena Feldman
 Stanley Wallach

18 Alex Lazear

20 Robert Zuckerman

22 Anna Paluba

27 Sol Yablon

29 Arthur Ainbinder
 Tobias Stopfer
 Julius Tartell

31 Gertrude Glaubman
 Max Kaplan 

May their souls be bound up in the bonds 
of eternal life. 
May they rest in peace. Amen.

YAHRZEIT

YAHRZEIT FUND

FEBRUARY 

1 Morris Gordon

5 Betty Greenbaum
 Melanie Shapiro

7 Terri Domershick

9 Irvin R. Silton

10 Josef Saal

11 Pepi Black

12 Fanny Leibson

14 Frances Berger
 Morris Rubin

17 Anne Fein
 Everett Myron

18 Sophie Lubing

19 Rosalie Karlin Mednick

21 Bernard Berger

24 Sally Levine

26 Abraham Saal 

27 Celia Korman
  

Rae Angel
Fern Bleckner
Mildred Castleman
Susan Dropkin
Jeff  Feldman
Paul Goodman

Eli Greenbaum
Ruth  Hyman
Daniel Jaul
Arlene Lynn
Seth Radwell
Fran Rosenfeld

Barbara Rothstein
Madeline Sachanoff 
Pat Sachs
Phyllis & Arnie Seltzer
Lottie Tartell
Hope Wile
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OUR MITZVAH PROJECT
Our Mitzvah Project  is now in its 14th year. We are collecting essential non-perishable food and non-food 
items for the Rena Shkolnick Kosher Food Pantry located in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC Sustenance 
Center in Cedarhurst.

As in the past all donations (food, paper goods, health care products, detergents, soap, diapers, baby 
wipes etc.) can be brought to the bin in the Berger Room or Temple offi  ce and we will deliver them to the 
pantry. 

Remember that all products must have a Kosher seal (hecksher) on them.

What better way to start the New Year than with the good feeling of giving? Let’s continue making 5779 the 
year of thinking of others.

Dave Feldman, Chairperson

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue

Franklin Square  
516-292-9144

Cleaning, Tailoring 
and Alterations



Malverne Jewish Center
One Norwood Avenue
Malverne, NY 11565

Email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

Get the latest news and join the conversation!
MJC WEBSITE: www.malvernejewishcenter.org

See Rabbi Elkodsi’s Dvrei Torah:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSFztVf8Jnaq_zyF5sNOW7Q

Like us” on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter

https://twitter.com/malvernejc

Invite Your “Baby Boomer” Friends To:
http://www.meetup.com/Jewish-Baby-Boomers-Meetup/

Note: If you are viewing the newsletter online, you can click on 
any of the links below  and throughout the newsletter to go to 
the site.


