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First candle -December 2nd
4:00 pm •
			

HANUKAH HAPPY HOUR

- Wine & Hors d’oeuvres

in the Berger Room. Reservations please

5:30 pm • LIGHTING OF THE VILLAGE MENORAH
				at the Malverne LIRR staion
		

followed by refreshments in the LIRR waiting room

FOUR Informative
Programs
November 1st, November 15th,
December 4th and December 11th
Details on page 6

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
SEE PAGE 7

FROM THE RABBI
The marathon that is the High Holy Day season is over, and we
now return to your regularly scheduled programs. We had wonderful
attendance at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services with many new
and returning worshippers. I was thrilled to have my colleague and friend
Rabbi Leslie Schotz join me on the bima; her calm manner and spiritual
presence certainly enhanced our services. Sukkot followed, with services
both at the Malverne and Valley Stream Jewish Centers, a terrific “Sukkot
Across America” program that included Ben & Jerry’s ice cream and a
juggling workshop. Simchat Torah capped it all off as our president, Dave
Feldman, was honored as the Hatan Bereshit – “The Groom of Bereshit.”
Our year is in full swing with our “text travel” discussion group which
will soon be followed by a bi-weekly study group looking at the book of
Kohellet, Ecclesiasties, and how this piece of Wisdom Literature can help
us to create meaning and purpose in our lives as we age. More programs are coming up; flyers have been
sent out and information is also included in this newsletter.
I spend a lot of time thinking about Jewish continuity and Jewish community, and how to create a
sacred community in our synagogue that will meet the needs of both our current congregants and those
who aren’t yet congregants. Jews express their Judaism–they “do Jewish”–in a variety of ways. In a sense
(and I owe credit to a webinar I watched) when a person “buys” a product or service, what they’re really
doing is “hiring” it to do a job for them. What job does the synagogue do for you? Does it feed your spirit,
your soul or your body? What does it give you that you might not be able to get elsewhere? And how can
we improve our “resume” to make us more hire-able?
I hope you’ll give some thought to these questions, and share those thoughts with me.
This year, 5779, marks the Malverne Jewish Center’s 65th anniversary. The fact that we’re here to
celebrate this milestone is a testament to the charter members who got together to build this synagogue
and community, and to all who followed and keep the synagogue going. We’re looking forward to great
programs and new opportunities in the coming year.
I hope your year of 5779 is off to a sweet start!
Rabbi Susan Elkodsi

The tragedy in pittsburgh
October 27, 2018
Shavua tov doesn’t seem to be an appropriate greeting, after the shalom (peace) of Shabbat was shattered this
morning by a lone gunman in Pittsburgh.
We are shocked and saddened by today’s shooting in Pittsburgh. May our prayers, words and actions
provide some comfort to those who were present at services today. May we pray for and work for a world where
differences are settled over a cup of coffee or tea, where firearms are not used for destruction, and where all people
will be safe in their communities and houses of worship.
Something like this affects all of us, and it’s important to come together to share our grief and our concerns.
Please know that my door is open; this affects everyone, Jewish or not.
We share the grief of those who are bereaved, we pray that the memories of those who died will be for
blessing, that the Omnipresent One will comfort and strengthen their loved ones. May those who were physically
injured heal quickly and completely, although we know the emotional and spiritual hurt will last far longer.
Rabbi Susan Elkodsi
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SERVICES
Shabbat mornings - 9:30 a.m.
followed by kiddush/luncheon
Kabbalat Shabbat Service -Friday evening, November 2nd • 6:00 p.m
followed by dinner (dinner reservations required)
November 2nd
November 9th
November16th
November 23rd

-

Shabbat Candlelighting

5:33 p.m.
4:25 p.m.
4:19 p.m.
4:14 p.m.

November 30th - 4:11 p.m.
December 7th - 4:10 p.m.
(light Chanukah candle before Shabbat candles)
December 14th - 4:11 p.m.
December 21st - 4:13 p.m.
December 28th - 4:18 p.m.
The MJC Book Club
met On Monday,
October 15th to
discuss Kamal
Ruhayyim’s book
Diary of a Jewish
Muslim: An Egyptian
Novel. This is a
story of boy with a
Jewish mother and Muslim father growing up
in the 1930’s through the 1960’s in a middle
class Cairo neighborhood where before the
Arab-Israeli wars Muslims, Jews and Christians
co-existed.
The book did not meet our expectations based
on the description. We expected more of a
discussion about being Jewish or being Muslim.
It left us with a lot of unanswered questions.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday,
December 17,2018 at 7:30 pm. The book we
will be discussing is Gateway to the Moon by
Mary Morris.It is a very popular new book,
so if you want to borrow it from the Nassau
Library System, get your reservations in early.
It is also available for Kindle users.
If there is a book you think would make a good
discussion for our group, please let me know.
The Book Club is open to everyone and please,
bring a friend.
Sue Dropkin

Shabbat & Chicken Soup–
A dynamic
duo for
your body,
mind and
soul!
Friday, November 2 • 6pm

Shabbat Evening Services
and Dinner
at the Malverne Jewish Center
Hempstead & Norwood Avenues

$15 per person

Please RSVP by October 30
516-593-6364 • malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

SEMI-ANNUAL
CONGREGATION
MEETING
Sunday morning, Nov 11th
10 a.m.
Bagels & Coffee will be served
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in the family
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their second granddaughter, Emily Jean. Proud parents are their
children, Rob and Ilyana.
Rita Linzer on the birth of her first great-grandchild, Emerson Rose Linzer born on August 6th. Proud
parents are her grandchildren, Mark & Heather Linzer. Grandparents are her children, Harry & Susan
Linzer.
WELCOME TO THE MJC FAMILY:
Robyn Davis
Arlene & Scott Leventhal

donations
GENERAL FUND:
Gloria Berger – Mazel-tov to Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.
Mildred Castleman – Mazel-tov to Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.
Thank you to all those who helped make the High Holiday services so beautiful.
Emilee & Dave Feldman – Mazel-tov to Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily
Jean.
Rita Linzer – in celebration of the birth of her first great-grandchild, Emerson Rose.
Pam Singer – Mazel-tov to Susan & Cark Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.
Francine & Jim Stopfer – Mazel tov to Sue and Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily
Jean.
Howard Zeitlin – Mazel-tov to Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.
From our High Holiday guests:
Harriet & Sy Goldberg	Evelyn & Steven Gurin
Caren Cramer
Gail & Zachary Kartez	Eric & Carol Kayne	Marla & Leonard Loew
Ronnie Ozarow	Margery & Ronald Rubin	Marsha Sambol
Andrew Sapon & Patti Kanner
June & Howard Schwartz	Morton Shulman
Ellen Spund
Fern & Joel Zeitlin
HERMAN & MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky – Mazel-tov to Sue & Carl Dropkin on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Jean.
Mazel -tov to Rita Linzer on the birth of her first great-grandchild.
Pam Singer – in loving memory of her husband, David M. Singer.
Francine & Jim Stopfer
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Pam Singer – in appreciation of Rabbi Elkodsi’s steadfast commitment to the Malverne Jewish Center.
On this anniversary of Kristallnacht
November 11, 2018, 4:00PM
Sunday afternoon

The German Pogrom of 1938
or

Kristallnacht

Night of the Broken Glass

sponsored by:
Congregation Shaaray Shalom
Elmont Jewish Center
Malverne Jewish Center
Valley Stream Jewish Center

JOINT KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION
Sunday, November 11th
4 p.m.
at
Congregation Shaaray Shalom
Dogwood Avenue, W. Hempstead

Our commemoration will take place at:

Congregation Shaaray Shalom
711 Dogwood Avenue
West Hempstead, NY – 516 481 7448

The brutality of the Kristallnacht pogrom that took place
on the 9th and 10th of November, 1938, is considered to
be the event that launched the Holocaust.

Manny Bekier – Guest Speaker
The massacres perpetrated by the Einsatzgruppen
as revealed by the Yahad-in-Unum Project
On this anniversary of Kristallnacht, Manny will be speaking about the little known story
of the Einsatzgruppen (the mobile killing units of Nazi Germany), and their integral role
in the implementation of the so called "Final Solution" in the eastern territories
conquered by Nazi Germany. He will be talking about the recent and ongoing work of
Father Patrick Desbois and Yahad-in-Unum, in uncovering the mass execution sites in
the former Soviet Union and interviewing eyewitnesses. Using multimedia, Manny will
show some revealing video testimonies from the Yahad-in-Unum project.

A light collation will follow the program.
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President’s Message
♫ THE FALLING LEAVES ♫
The falling leaves
Drift by the window
The autumn leaves
Of red and gold
Autumn Leaves, adapted from the French song “Les Feuilles Mortes,” by Johnny Mercer
Yes, summer is on the way to becoming a distant memory, the High Holiday season a more recent
one and a distinct chill is taking over for the warm weather experienced into early-October. Yes, fall is
finally here in all its splendor as the foliage shows off its beauty with an unimaginable display of color
and we begin to think about what always seems to follow…winter (UGH!). But on the horizon is also a
new season of programs, lectures, Hebrew classes, dinners and other reasons to join with your fellow
MJCers for the camaraderie that makes the Malverne Jewish Center so special. And Rabbi Elkodsi and
Pat Sach’s Program Committee have been working extra hard to give us more reasons to get together,
with an array and variety of programs guaranteed to, as that say, provide something for everyone. Whether
you’re looking for something spiritual, educational, motivational or just plain fun, you’ll find it at MJC. So,
plan on joining us and making certain you keep up with what’s happening by checking out our website
(MalverneJewishCenter.org), looking for our announcement flyers, reading this informative Newsletter or
doing it the old-fashioned way by just calling the office.
On a more serious note, we’ve been experiencing a serious problem getting a Minyan for Shabbat
and even Yom Tov services. I’ve written about this before, but due to illnesses and other reasons, we
haven’t made much headway in improving the situation. As I’ve indicated in the past, this situation not only
makes it difficult to experience the kind of Jewish service we should expect, but it fails as well to provide
our friends with the community required to say Kaddish to honor a loved one. If for no other reason, we
owe it to them and to ourselves to make every effort to attend services so that we may all exercise our
Jewishness in the proper manner.
I also want to remind our members that if a lack of convenient transportation is preventing you from
attending services or our events, we have arranged for taxi service at no cost to you. All it takes is a phone
call to the taxi company (make certain to have our account number available) and we’ll even arrange to get
you home. In the interest of full disclosure however, I must tell you that we’ve experienced some difficulties
recently regarding unacceptable waiting times. Jaci has worked with the taxi company to resolve these
problems and we plan to monitor their performance. But you are still encouraged to call the taxi company at
least an hour (preferably more) in advance of your trip to arrange for pick-up.
Finally, I’d like to mention a word about the improvements we’ve been making to our space. I’m
sure you’ll agree that the new ceiling and LED lighting have improved the Berger Room, both cosmetically
and utility-wise, allowing us the ability to read the written page without the eyestrain we’ve gotten used to.
Even covering the mirror gave our self-conscious congregants considerable comfort during High Holiday
services. And as I indicated during my High Holiday remarks, there’s more to come as we work to improve
the appearance and comfort of the Berger Room and the Chapel. In line with this, we welcome and
encourage your suggestions.
So, as the days grow long and soon [we’ll] hear old winter’s song, make it much more bearable (and
even enjoyable) by spending them with your friends at the Malverne Jewish Center. We look forward to
spending them with you.
Dave Feldman

Join the conversation on our website:
https://www.malvernejewishcenter.org/blog
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Modern medicine presents us with complex choices at
the end of life. How do we navigate our options? How do
we ensure the best care for the whole person in a highly
mechanized health system? What guidance can diverse
religious traditions provide?

Downsizing Demystified–

Join us for this live-stream presentation
from the Jewish Theological Seminary

Getting Beyond the Inertia

Thursday, Nov. 1 • 7pm
Malverne Jewish Center

Thurs., November 15, 7:30pm

Understand the psychology of downsizing;
why it’s so hard to let go, and how and what we gain
when we do.

(Hempstead & Norwood Avenues, Malverne)

Free and Open To All
Refreshments & discussion will follow

Join us for a lively presentation & discussion by

DEBBIE GINSBERG

Professional Organizer & Senior Move Manger,
Best Junk Removal Services,
dba UNCLUTTERED DOMAIN INC.

Learn more and register:
www.malvernejewishcenter.org
516-593-6364
malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
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Are you, your children or grandchildren
in a multi-faith family?
Here’s an opportunity to share your
experiences and ask questions!
Join us for an interactive video presentation
and discussion with

One of the biggest, unexplored parenting issues of our time.
If you have kids or grandkids,
you need to see this. Join us for a
special screening of this important
documentary followed by an
interactive discussion.

Tuesday, December 11
7-9pm
Malverne Jewish Center

Author and Speaker on Family Relationships
and Intermarriage

Tuesday, December 4 • 7:30
Malverne Jewish Center

Hempstead & Norwood Avenues
In the Bridge Church building

516-593-6364

Adults: $10
Teens & Tweens: $7

Hempstead & Norwood Avenues, in the Bridge Church

$7 per person, $5 for MJC members
$10 to stay home and participate

Learn more at www.screenagersmovie.com
Special for MJC members, $8 Space is limited!

To register call 516-593-6364 or
malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

Malverne Jewish Center

Malverne Jewish Center

Norwood & Hempstead Avenues
PLEASE RSVP:
516-593-6364
malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
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Learning opportunities
You can start
at the very
beginning, or
refresh your
skills!

Connect. Learn. Belong.
Step into an
Extraordinary Journey!

Join us for NJOP’s
Crash Course in Hebrew Reading
Beginning Sunday, Nov. 18, 10am

“Text Travel” is coming up!
November 8 • 10:30 am OR 7:30 pm

Malverne Jewish Center

We’re one of hundreds of communities journeying together
through our texts along with the Aleph

(Hempstead & Norwood Avenues, Malverne)

Society

There is no charge, but you must
register for this 5-session program

No experience is necessary, texts are in both English and Hebrew.

$5 per person/session (Free for MJC members)
Malverne Jewish Center

call 516-593-6364 or
malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

1 Norwood Avenue (corner of Hempstead)
Register at www.malvernejewishcenter.org/globalday
516-593-6364
malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com

Ask about a single-session
refresher for those who
already have some skills!

Learn more at www.TheGlobalDay.org

Malverne
Community
Thanksgiving
Service
Sunday, November 18, 2018 • 3:30 p.m.
hosted by

The Bridge Church &
The Malverne Jewish Center
Dessert reception to follow

Malverne Jewish Center
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YAHRZEIT
DECEMBER
2
Nellie Kalter
Robert Tartell
Joseph Kalter
3
Blanche Seltzer
4
Jacob Castleman
6
Fannie Zuckerman
Max Shapiro
9
Meyer Vinik
11
Rose Meltzer
Joseph Reich
13
Moe Schonberg
14
Mollie Greenspan
15
Howard Burns
Helen Redstone
21
Jack Seltzer
Jack Hochhauser
23
24
Mel Bernstein
Selma Rappaport
Leo Rothstein
25
Mike Meltzer
Anna Shapiro
28
29
Armin Baker
Thelma Greenspan
William Kugelmass
Esty Beller
30
31
Sarah Chodack
Bertha Goodman
Harry Aaron Schachter

NOVEMBER
1
Israel Rubin
2
Saul Lewis
6
Rose Swahn
7
Frances Littauer
11
Herman Kramer
Lawrence Frimet
12
George Redstone
13
Hilda Bernstein
15
Doris Ainbinder
Boris Barishnikow
16
Fannie Kugelmass
18
Bertha Gottlieb
Tessie Jacoby
19
Etta Brown
Jerome Muchnick
Helene Saal
20
24
Edith Lazear
Dana Roth Teitelbaum
25
Mollie Frimet
Matilda Sion
27

May their souls be bound up in the bonds
of eternal life.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

YAHRZEIT FUND
Rae Angel
Mildred Castleman
Jeff Feldman
Paul Goodman
Lynne Robbins
Madeline Sachanoff
Hope Wile

Florence Lewis- Baker
Susan & Carl Dropkin
Stephen Frank
Harvey Levine
Barbara Rothstein
Phyllis Seltzer

Barry Bernstein
Dave Feldman
Sandi Frankel
Lauren Popkoff
Bette Rothstein
Pam Singer

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE MJC FUNDS ARE APPRECIATED
GENERAL FUND - supports the activities and operations of the Malverne Jewish Center.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - funds are donated to worthy causes and individuals selected by
the Rabbi.
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND - established by the Levine/Brodsky
families. Funds are used for the presentation of educational and cultural programs at the synagogue.
MARTIN RADWELL MEMORIAL BOOK FUND - funds are used to purchase books and other
enhancements to the synagogue.
YAHRZEIT FUND - a lovely way to remember a loved one’s yahrzeit. Please indicate if you’d like the
name(s) of the people you are remembering to be listed.
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OUR MITZVAH PROJECT
Our Mitzvah Project is now in its 14th year. We are collecting essential non-perishable food and non-food
items for the Rena Shkolnick Kosher Food Pantry located in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC Sustenance
Center in Cedarhurst.
As in the past all donations (food, paper goods, health care products, detergents, soap, diapers, baby
wipes etc.) can be brought to the bin in the Berger Room or Temple office and we will deliver them to the
pantry.
Remember that all products must have a Kosher seal (hecksher) on them.
What better way to start the New Year than with the good feeling of giving? Let’s continue making 5779 the
year of thinking of others.
Dave Feldman, Chairperson

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue
Franklin Square
516-292-9144
Cleaning, Tailoring
and Alterations

Malverne Jewish Center
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malverne Jewish Center
One norwood avenue
malverne, nY 11565
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Note: If you are viewing the newsletter online, you can click on
any of the links below and throughout the newsletter to go to
the site.

Email: malvernejewishcenter@gmail.com
Get the latest news and join the conversation!
mJC WeBsIte: www.malvernejewishcenter.org

See Rabbi Elkodsi’s Dvrei Torah:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsFztvf8Jnaq_zyF5snOW7Q
Like us” on Facebook
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter
https://twitter.com/malvernejc
Invite Your “Baby Boomer” Friends To:
http://www.meetup.com/Jewish-Baby-Boomers-meetup/

