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For decades, the Malverne Jewish Center has been a place for the Jewish community
in Malverne and surrounding areas to create Meaningful Jewish Connections. While the
ways and manner in which Jews connect with each other, with God and with the Jewish
people as a whole has changed over the past 60+ years, what hasn’t changed is our very
human need to connect; put two Jews in a room and immediately the “Jewish Geography”
game begins. Through the magic of Facebook and other social media sites, I’ve “met”
people who grew up in the area, along with people who still live here, who didn’t realize that
MJC not only still exists, but is alive and thriving.
Facebook friendships certainly can’t replace real-life, in-person interactions, but they
do serve to broaden our horizons by helping us connect with people we might not otherwise had known, and those
“friendships” can enhance our lives and our communities.
One person, whom I’ll simply call “L,” messaged me shortly after my installation last August. When I looked at
her profile, I saw that we had four mutual friends, three of whom were from my community in Connecticut. Fast
forward a couple of months, to a funeral I officiated for the mother of a childhood friend. L came up and introduced
herself; she had been friends with my friend’s older sister for 25+ years. Small world, isn’t it?
Fifty or 60 years ago, having Shabbat and festival services, along with a Hebrew school and perhaps an Adult
Ed program or two, were enough to keep people engaged with a synagogue community, but in 2018, that’s no
longer the case. As a Baby Boomer, I remember the Hebrew school of my youth, and while I was the rare person
who actually liked Hebrew school, I can’t say that my memories are all positive. This was the shadow of the
Holocaust, the State of Israel wasn’t even 20 years old, and its survival as a Jewish homeland certainly wasn’t a
guarantee.
Many of my contemporaries, if they chose to join synagogues when their children were young, are no longer
affiliated. Declining participation in religious organizations is certainly not limited to synagogues; most churches are
seeing a similar trend. There are many reasons for this, but one is that Baby Boomers and older adults are looking
for a community where they can find and create meaning and purpose in their lives–how do we grow older without
getting old? How do we continue to live full lives despite the physical, emotional and spiritual challenges we face as
we age?
One of my goals as MJC’s rabbi is to provide opportunities for us to engage in this important conversation,
and to create programs and activities that will help us to remain an active and vibrant Jewish community that serves
a wide range of needs and interests.
As we move towards the festival of Shavuot, when we celebrate the bringing of the first fruits and the giving of
the Torah, it’s worth noting that all of our celebrations and observances–joyous and not–must be done in
community. I am blessed to be part of the kehillah kadosha, the holy community, that is MJC.
Rabbi Susan Elkodsi

The MJC book club met on Monday, April 16,2018 to discuss Who Will Lead Us? The
Story of Five Hasidic Dynasties in America by Samuel C. Heilman.
Not everyone in the group read the book. Some of us only read part of it. The book
was very thoroughly researched but the presentation of the material was rather dry. In
my opinion, it may have been more interesting if the author concentrated on just one or
two of the Hasidic Groups and discussed the similarities and the differences.
Our next selection is Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsberg by
Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik. The next discussion will take place on Monday, June
25,2018 at 7:30 PM.The book is available through the Nassau County Library System
and for Kindle users.
If there is a book you think would make a good discussion for our group, please let me know. The Book
Club is open to everyone and please bring a friend.
Sue Dropkin
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Rabbi Susan Elkodsi

May 4th
May 11th
May 18th
May 19th (Erev Shavuot)
May 20th (Shavuot)
May 25

Shabbat mornings - 9:30 a.m.
-

7:37 p.m.
7:44 p.m.
7:51 p.m.
8:58 p.m.
8:59 p.m.
7:57 p.m.

June 1st
June 8th
June 15th
June 22nd
June 29th

David Feldman, President

-

8:03 p.m.
8:07 p.m.
8:10 p.m.
8:12 p.m.
8:13 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE GRADUATES:
Alanna Rebbeck, granddaughter of Francine & Jim Stopfer, on her graduation from Bard College with a degree in
Art.
Sydney Inger, granddaughter of Jaci & Mel Bernstein, on her graduation, with honors from East Meadow High
School. Sydney will be attending James Madison University’s School of Arts & Design & Honors College in the fall,
majoring in Graphic Arts & Design and Art Education. Sydney is also a recipient of a 2018 Good Deed Award for
Long Island Teenagers, sponsored by The National Committee for Furtherance of Jewish Education of Nassau
County.
Brian Shea, grandson of Phyllis & Arnie Seltzer, on his graduation from Lynbrook High School. Brian will be
attending SUNY ESF at Syracuse University in the fall, majoring in Construction Management.
MAZEL TOV TO:
Lottie Tartell on the birth of her first great-granchild, Warren Adam Gamay.
BEST WISHESTO:
Ruth Hyman in her new home in Poughkeepsie.
CONDOLENCES TO:
David Mack on the passing of his beloved brother, Steven.
Rosalie Meltzer on the passing of her beloved brother, Jimmy Lazear.
THANK YOU NOTES:
I want
byto thank all my friends at the MJC for their sincere condolences and contributions on behalf of Terri.
Jerry Domershick

Sue Dropkin

A thank you and yasher koach to Rabbi Elkodsi for offering a community Seder at the MJC on the first night of
Pesach. About 30 people, members and unaffiliated people from all over the area, attended. Our Berger Room
was transformed! Rabbi Elkodsi saw to every detail - the seder plates, the ‘kos Eliahu’ (Elijah’s cup), the gorgeous
haggadot -and yet, as she had said, ’this was not your zaidey’s seder’.
Rabbi Elkodsi led us through the haggadah with song and active participation with endless energy and
humor, while giving new insights to familiar parts. And the plagues? Super creative! (We absconded with a couple
of frogs and mini marshmallows scattered to represent hail, for our home seder the next night.)
It was a memorable evening with delicious food and the mixing of tradition with innovation. Thanks too to the
Rabbi’s helpers, husband David, daughter Jacqueline, Amy Zuckerman and others, who helped to make sure every
aspect ran smoothly.
Todah Rabbah. Look forward to seeing you next year.
Pat Sachs
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED:
If you are not well, are in the hospital, or know of another congregant in a similar situation, please help by
notifying her via phone: 203-332-4428; email: susanelkodsi@gmail.com; or by leaving a message at the
office 516-593-6364.
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A LITTLE BIT OF THIS; A LITTLE BIT OF THAT
I know you’re expecting that the theme of this article be introduced with what has become my traditional opening
using song lyrics. Well after an extensive internet search, I couldn’t find something I felt comfortable with to use with
this month’s theme of bringing you up to date on various goings-on at your shul. So, please forgive me (or feel
thankful) for my (albeit temporarily) parting with tradition and foregoing the use of a song lyric this month. Hopefully
with a theme more conducive to song, I’ll be returning to tradition next issue.
Front and center to this month’s article, I ask that you join me in congratulating Rabbi Elkodsi and her team for
the outstanding job of planning and making MJC’s first community Passover Seder a reality and an overwhelming
success by all measures. I’m sure those of you who were able to participate or have even heard about it from those
who did will agree with me. We had more than 30 participants, many of whom were new faces and a good number of
whom really appreciated the opportunity to celebrate this wonderful holiday with fellow Jews, as it should be. We
certainly look forward to seeing them again soon and from the feedback I’ve received, that will indeed be the case. An
excellent evening enjoyed by all and the food wasn’t bad either. Once more, congratulations and thank you Rabbi.
Next on the list is to fill you in on that light at the end of the tunnel with respect to all the construction work that’s
been going on in the Berger Room and the Chapel for the past several months. As you may know, the work was
driven by the need to install a fire sprinkler system required by municipal codes in conjunction with the extensive
renovations being carried on by the Bridge Church elsewhere in the building. Admittedly, we have been significantly
affected by the work in our space, ranging from the dust we’ve endured to the effect of the work on the heating
system, the lighting of the Berger Room and just the general appearance of our space. For this, I apologize and thank
you for your patience, but please understand that it has not been for lack of effort on the part of your leadership that
we have been experiencing the rotten conditions since prior to Chanukah. The good news however, is that the
sprinkler work has been completed and the rebuilding (including cleanup) will begin shortly, with a new, modern, LEDlighted ceiling to be installed in the Berger Room. Additionally, I am including funding in the new budget to provide for
some badly-needed spruce-up work of our space. While the Executive Committee, under the guidance of House
Committee Chair Herb Brodsky will be defining the work to be done, I expect that it will include painting, new carpeting
and even an awning (Malverne code permitting) over the path leading to and over our entranceway. Aside from
keeping us dry during inclement weather, the awning will provide visibility from Hempstead Avenue, letting folks know
that we’re here and hopefully attract a guest or two. So, stay tuned, there’ll be more to come and possibly include
something I’ll be able to introduce with a song lyric.
Another consequence of what seems to be never-ending construction work has been the delay in Church’s
ability to obtain a certificate of occupancy for their new sanctuary, requiring them to continue using the space right
over our head (our former sanctuary), resulting in noise issues when they are having services at the same time we
are running programs or having our own services. This had led to our having to do some tricky scheduling in order to
avoid competing with the noise (mostly music, which honestly ain’t bad), including avoiding Sunday morning programs
and opting instead to hold them later in the day (a’ la April’s semi-annual Congregation Meeting). Because of this
scheduling requirement, compounded by UJA Federation’s speaker schedule, we regrettably will not be holding our
traditional UJA Federation fundraising brunch this year. Instead, MJC and UJA Federation will be conducting this
year’s appeal by letter, in which we will further discuss the reasons for the change and ask you to be as generous as
you have in the past for this very worthy organization and its extensive network of agencies serving those in need in
the U.S., Israel and so many other parts of the world. So please, as the letter and accompanying materials will
discuss, the need is as acute as ever and your continued and generous support will allow the agencies which serve
that need to continue their critical work.
As I previously indicated, we’ve begun work on our budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1. This year we’re
continuing the process begun last year, with Rabbi Elkodsi and committee chairs proposing those portions of the
MJC budget which provide funding of their activities and for which the “owners” will be accountable. The process
worked well when introduced last year and we expect to iron out some of the kinks we experienced, which will
improve the results this year. As I’ve mentioned on countless occasions in the past, effective fiscal management is
vital to our long-term viability on uncompromised terms and a strong budget process is an important component of
that objective.

(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)
Finally, I’m pleased to report that utilization of our taxi service has increased, making it possible for our members
in good standing who have no other practicable means by which join us for services and other events to do so at no
out-of-pocket outlay. Please keep this service in mind when deciding whether or not to join us. If you have any
questions concerning the service, please call the office. And for the drivers out there, you may have noticed yellow
traffic cones “guarding” parking spots in our lot. These yellow cones are reserving spots for MJC attendees. So, if
you come across a parking spot being guarded by a yellow cone, feel free to park there. The spot is waiting for you.
During the next two months we’ll celebrating Shavuot and running a host of interesting and fun programs and
events, a number of which are described elsewhere in this newsletter. So please plan to join your MJC friends by
attending these and be on the lookout for flyers advertising others. Hopefully, April showers will be a memory and
we’ll be enjoying May flowers (sorry, I couldn’t help it) and some wonderful programs at the Malverne Jewish Center.
Dave

GENERAL FUND:

Gloria Berger – in memory of Jimmy Lazear, brother of Rosalie Meltzer.
Emilee & Dave Feldman – in memory of Shlomoh Sachs.
Harriet & Sy Goldberg – in memory of Harold Pomeranz.
Mitchell & Joanne Bernstein – in memory of Julie Bernstein.
Suzi & Bernie Schwam - good wishes to Gloria Berger.
In memory of Terri Domershick:
Gloria Berger
Emilee & Dave Feldman

Mildred Castleman
Murray Greenspan

Sue & Carl Dropkin
Marion Silton

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Francine & Jim Stopfer – in appreciation
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND:
Linda & Herb Brodsky – in memory of Terri Domershick. In memory of Steven Mack. Best wishes to Ruth
Hyman in her new home. Mazel tov to Lottie Tartell on the birth of her first great-granchild. Congratulations to the
graduates: Alanna Rebbeck, Sydney Inger and Brian Shea.
Gloria Berger - In memory of Harold Glantz.
Rena & Steven Berger – in memory of Harold Glantz.
Pat Sachs – Belated 50th anniversary wishes to Linda & Herb Brodsky. In memory of Mel Bernstein.
PASSOVER FUND:
Cis Vinik
IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT YOUR DONATIONS:
If you are designating your donation for the Rabbi’s Fund or the Levine Jewish Education Fund, your check must
be made out to the fund e.g. “Rabbi’s Fund, Malverne Jewish Center” or “Levine Fund, Malverne Jewish Center.”
Checks are usually deposited once a week. If your check arrives late in the week, it may not be deposited until the
following week.
Please register for all programs so we can know how many people to expect.
If you need help getting to the MJC, please let Rabbi Elkodsi or Jaci know.
Call the office at 516-593-6364 or email: mjctemple@gmail.com
Get the latest news and join the conversation!
MJC WEBSITE: www.malvernejc.org
“Like us” on Facebook
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter
https://twitter.com@malverneJc
https://twitter.com@RabbiSLE
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MAY

JUNE

1

Edward Goldstein

3

Ida Tartell

2

B. L. Taft

5

3

Sylvia Belink

Fay Lazarus
Muriel Levine

4

Nancy Vinik

8

Abraham Linderman

5

Beatrice Rubin

10

Keila Brishnikow
Irwin Kinzler

7

Ada Schachter

11

8

Lou Castleman

10

Isaac Angel
Shepard Freedman

Max Castleman
Zel Mackler
Abraham Meltzer

12

12

Jack Lazear

Sol Dropkin
Benjamin Waldman

14

Molly Heitner

13

Calvin Heitner

14

Ethel Pine

17

Millicent Freedman

18

Irwin Fund

15
18

Sylvia Turner
Mollie Yachnin

22

Ethel Brodsky

19

Joseph Schonberg

23

Sam Feldman

20

Horty Schmierer

25

Gussie Stopfer

21

27

Harry Paluba

Arnold Glaubman
Evelyn Goodman

31

Samuel Saal

24

Jerry Fleischman

26

Pearl Rubin

May their souls be bound up in
the bonds of eternal life.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Florence Lewis-Baker
Richard Black
Paul Goodman
Rita Linzer
Bernard Schwam

Mitchell Bernstein
Mildred Castleman
Eli Greenbaum
Lynn Myron
Lottie Tartell

Elyse Besso
Bess Freidman
Fleurette & Harvey Levine
Pat Sachs
Diane Weiner

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE MJC FUNDS ARE APPRECIATED
GENERAL FUND - supports the activities and operations of the Malverne Jewish Center.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND - funds are donated to worthy causes and individuals selected by
the Rabbi.
HERMAN AND MURIEL LEVINE JEWISH EDUCATION FUND - established by the Levine/Brodsky
families. Funds are used for the presentation of educational and cultural programs at the synagogue.
MARTIN RADWELL MEMORIAL BOOK FUND - funds are used to purchase books and other
enhancements to the synagogue.
YAHRZEIT FUND - a lovely way to remember a loved one’s yahrzeit. Please indicate if you’d like the
name(s) of the people you are remembering to be listed.
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The Malverne Jewish Center is in its 13th year of commitment to the needy of our community as we support the Rina
Shkolnik Food Pantry at its new location: in the Marion & Aaron Gural JCC Sustenance Center in Cedarhurst.
When you purchase items to donate, please buy as you would for yourself.
All non-perishable, kosher foodstuffs, toiletries and cleaning products are appreciated including:
Dry cereal (large and small boxes) and hot cereal (instant, singles and regular)

Puddings

Macaroni & Cheese Canned or packaged soup
Canned tuna and salmon
Shelf-stable milk
Juices (in plastic or cardboard containers)
Coffee, tea & hot cocoa mix (including individual packets or wrapped tea bags packets)
Nutrition supplements, such as Ensure
Microwave popcorn, nuts and other snack items
Mayonnaise, ketchup, mustard and other condiments including oils and vinegar
Paper goods, health care products, detergents, soap, diapers and baby wipes
Please leave your donations in the collection box located in the Bernard Berger Room. Let’s make 5778 another
year of giving!
Dave Feldman, Chairperson

DOGWOOD CLEANERS
364 Dogwood Avenue
Franklin Square
516-292-9144
Cleaning, Tailoring and
Alterations

Dr. Helene H. Agatstein
Educational Consultant, Inc.
“Your school district has a multitude of resources to which your child may
be entitled. I can partner with you to design an effective, long-term plan to
ensure that your child gets all that he or she requires to achieve academic
success.”

We Provide:

Tutors - all subjects . Attend CSE, CPSE Meetings .
Attend Team Meetings, Discipline Hearings
Counseling . Parenting Skills

Office: (516)791-1324 . Cell: (516)445-1705
Helene @Agatstein.com . Website:schoolingadvocate.com
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Tutors Needed
Email resume to:
Helene@Agatstein.com
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Website www.malvernejc.org
www.facebook.com/malvernejewishcenter
https://twitter.com@malverneJc
https://twitter.com@RabbiSLE
http://www.meetup.com/JewishBaby-Boomers-Meetup/

